
ISAAC OYENIYI

-THE FEAR OF 
AGE



Published in 2021

ISBN: 978-978-986-924-6

Copyright  ©  Isaac A. Oyeniyi  2021

+234  703  618  6188

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be 

reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any 

form or by any means electronic, mechanical, photocopying, 

recording, or otherwise, without the prior permission of the 

author

Designed and Printed in Nigeria by

Rex Peters Visuals

+234  816  649  9465

ii



Dedicion
To my Darling Wife, Sarah. 
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Attaining age thirty is a big milestone for anyone. It is three 
decades of existence, not many were lucky to attain the age. 
Again, in another thirty years, a thirty year old today will be 
sixty looking at retirement in the face. So, age thirty is a big 
deal.

In Nigeria today, the achievements and attainments of many 
people around age 30 differs. Everyone have dreams, passion, 
desires and wishes. Many are employed, many are 
entrepreneurs, many are underemployed, many are 
unemployed, many are still in school and many are still trying 
to figure out life and all that life holds for them.

I will be using about 30 to mean people very close to age thirty, 
people who are age thirty and people who are slightly above 
30.

A popular Facebook influencer was thirty sometimes ago and 
many people were expressing themselves under her 
comments. I read through and I gleaned a lot.
Someone said, "I will be 30 in a few months and I am scared, no 
significant attainment in my life."

Another person said, "I am thirty and unmarried, I had 
desired to be married. I pray it doesn't take long”.

Another person said, "At age 27, I was so serious about getting 
married, it didn't work out. Now I am 33, I don't care whether 
it comes or not".

Another person wrote, "I have a place of my own that I can 
afford, I have a mattress to rest my head, I have a camera to 
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capture beautiful memories, I am grateful to God at 30."

Another wrote, "To think that I am already 30 and still in my 
father's house pains me. I didn't plan it like this, this life no 
balance."

Another wrote, "dem go just born person, go Primary school, 
secondary school and tertiary institution, fiam, age 30 is here. 
Papa God, na your hand I dey."

Another wrote, "At 27 I had finished my second degree, I 
hoped I will be gainfully employed before 30, but sha, aluta 
continua".

Another wrote, "my body size will not even make people 
believe that I am 30, I am so tiny, Oluwa wetin dey occur?”

Another wrote, "To think that at my age Gowon, Anthony 
Enahoro, IBB and others ruled this country and I don't even 
have PVC, nawa o."

I can go on to share the experiences of many people. Let's stop 
here.
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In orthopedics, a branch of medicine that deals with the prevention, 
treatment and correction of bone disorder, it is a well known fact 
that they quickly ask of the patient's age immediately a patient is 
admitted. Knowing the patient's age is a vital information that can 
go a long way to determine which procedure is best. When a patient 
is younger and without any underlying health issue, they can take 
big risk and assure you that the procedure is safe and very positive.

When the patient is older, the doctors are very careful and 
sometimes helpless when the patient has underlying health issues. 
That is why when a diabetic patient has fatal accident, they are 
quick to consider amputation for them in order for it not to 
deteriorate.

So, in other words, break your leg early…

When you take risk early in life, it might not be palatable, but  it will 
have a better effect in the near future. That is why when you see a 
teenager or young adult on a building site lifting pans of concrete 
you just ignore, but when you see a man in his 50s doing the same, 
you cringe both with pity and anger. In some cases, you are moved 
to ask questions as to why such a man is still doing such menial jobs 
at his age.

In pursuit of purpose, passion and career in life, it is not everybody 
that has it all put together early in life. It is not everyone that says, “I 
want to be a doctor” that maintain same passion and conviction and 
pursue it after many years. Many people have had to change 
department, change trade, change location and many other things 
to be where they are presently. This change is only smooth and less 
burdensome when done early in life.

This is the reason why a lot of people are stuck at their jobs, career, 
location and commitments. They are afraid to make that change, 
any decision they make is binding on a spouse and children in some 

Now th you a yog, ke s…
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cases.

I remember once when I was single, I left the house in the morning 
for work and got a call to be somewhere for a program, I did and it 
was late in the evening. I went straight to church for an earlier 
scheduled vigil. I didn't come home that day. I didn't put any call 
across to anybody, I didn't have to explain to anyone as to why I will 
not be returning home that night. Now that I am married, that is not 
possible.

Take risk, try out those passions now, travel now, do that 
volunteering now, make that trip now, do that investment now, you 
might not have a better time, you might not have another time.

When you see young people with positive values, you admire them 
and you also become curious. Most times, a lot of people expect 
young people to be without bearing in life and think that they can be 
manipulated easily. Then when they meet one who is disciplined 
and have positive values, they marvel and admire such a person.

One thing that has characterized my life till now and will continue 
to be is punctuality. I learnt that from my Dad. When he has an 
appointment, he leaves home so early that no matter the traffic jam 
and unforeseen circumstances, he will still make it there in time. 
The truth is, there is a time you will leave the house for an 
appointment, even if you fly, you won't be there in time. If you have 
a meeting for 9am for example and it is a 20 minutes drive from your 
house, if you leave home by 8:50am, there is no way you are going to 
be there in time.

Build your life around positive values and be known by them, it will 
save you a lot of troubles.

Bld yo value sm now
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I once met a "fine, coca-cola shaped, God-bless-you" lady. Boy, 
she was so beautiful. I liked her so much but she looked 
"expensive" or so I thought.

That is actually a wrong prevailing mentality. I was taken 
aback, I thought, "a very beautiful lady like this must have a 
boyfriend or a fiancé even. Men and brethren, she was single, 
as in single to stupor. I found out after we became cool and got 
talking, and it was too late to shoot my shot.
This thought pattern I believe is not peculiar to me. When 
some guys see a very good looking lady, they assume it is the 
work of a boyfriend, sugar daddy or a very rich fiancé. The 
worst, when the lady is driving a car in the likes of Morano, 
Mercedes Benz, BMW or when she is a very prosperous 
uniform personnel. A lot of guys tend to fret and are 
intimidated to make a move. Truth is, most of these ladies are 
actually single and are open to discussion, a date or a 
relationship as it may turn out. But, you and 99 other guys are 
thinking that they are taken.

I want to talk to your soul young people, especially people that 
grew up in middle class families. The reason you think like 
that is because it is strange and rare in your circles. Change 
your thinking pattern and change your circles if possible. 
Think upward and not downward.

Face yo mo
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1

8



The lady above was telling me how as a 20-something year old, 
her father still buy her underwear, sanitary products, fund her 
grooming and still gives her money to buy "Christmas clothes" 
up till date. Such ladies will not be sending account number to 
Uche, Musa, Tunde at festive season to send money for hair 
do, clothes and the likes. Guys cannot take advantage of them.

Ladies who on the other hand collect money for up keep from 
Tunde, Musa and Chinedu will have little or no energy to 
resist their lustful advances. You hear something like, "baby, 
when are you coming to my house?”. Of course, she is not 
going to go and play ludo game. He wants to touch something, 
he's being a defacto boyfriend, he wants to explore. You might 
not want it, but you cannot resist so much, you don't even have 
the audacity to slap the dan iska out of him. You fear for who 
will pay for the next anco of your friend's wedding. So, little by 
little your guards and defenses are down, anything goes. 
"Shebi everybody dey do am, na my Papa fault, why dem no 
born me for Obama family or Dangote sef, God go 
understand".

In conclusion, young people, please do NOT put your children 
through these harrowing experiences, help them lead a better 
life. Buy your girls pads, underwear and give them grooming 
money when you know they are not working. If else, a guy will 
be willing to do it, and it is a matter of time, he will want to see 
her in za oza room. Build their confidences, boys and girls alike. 
You might not be extremely rich, teach them contentment, and 
provide for them with the little you have. Be a present parent; 
let them be able to confide in you. My generation, we must not 
repeat the mistakes of the generations before us.
Some guys cannot do a lady a favor for free, boda elepon bulu, 
well done Sir. Stop taking advantage of their vulnerability.
There is no free lunch anywhere, be ready to take 
responsibility for your life.

Face yo mo
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I remember when the chatting app 2go was launched, it was 
mind blowing, cheap and can work on small phones. It was a 
nice experience making friends home and abroad.
When I first started using it, some of the chat languages and 
abbreviations were strange to me. Words like, brb, omg, lol, 
ttyl, etc, where strange. One thing I did was to ask. I 
remembered asking a friend what was the meaning of brb, and 
others laughed. I was a novice on the app then.

The reason I am writing this is to say something about using 
social media correctly or with assumption. Everybody is now 
woke, up-to-date and sophisticated, so in an attempt not "fall 
your hand", you don't want to ask for help and you are doing 
the wrong things.

For example, someone posts a wedding, graduation or a 
picture of a car they just bought and you are using a shock or 
surprised emoji. That is not the appropriate reaction.
Is it that you don't know, or you actually used the emoji 
intentionally?  Can't you just pass jejely without reacting?

Again, using endearments (dear, sweetie, my love, Shuga, etc) 
on everyone especially people who you don't know personally 
is wrong. It is appalling, stop it. You only use endearments on 
people who you know personally and are in a close circle of 
friendship with. But you don't want to ask, because you have 
4000+ plus friends and you are a star. "See your life outside".

k...
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The last thing that gets me personally angry is typing by using 
text words like: gr8, gud mrn, pls, luv, etc, and having names 
like "itz mhizz pweety, Shuga boi wizzy, Hardekunley, 

st
Tohbey 4 sure" as your social media handle names. This is 21  
century, who will ever take you serious? I personally don't 
accept friend request from such names and I won't reply your 
chats if you use such text words to chat with me. People are 
making money,  get t ing  appointments ,  re ferra ls , 
recommendations and big decisions in their favour by a flip 
across their activities on social media.

You are not an island, ask people for necessary help.

k...
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Someone was relating an experience with me recently and I am 
compelled to share with you.
His narration; we were to host a concert and I went in search of 
a venue. I got to a place around town, the HOD was not around 
so I met the security man on duty and he explained all that was 
required to secure the venue. We were discussing randomly 
with the man and he said, "bamu san inda zamu samu 
taimako ba nan da gaba, kowa na naman sauki ne" (we don't 
know where we will get help from, everyone is looking for 
ease). That statement took us through a whole lot of gist about 
life, family and politics with his loose English language and 
my sparse Hausa language. To cut the long story short, we 
secured that venue for half its original cost through the help of 
this "security" guy”.

You see, in life, help do come from unexpected places. Don't 
trivialize people. I have a friend, when we take tricycle to go to 
the market or call a cobbler to polish our shoes, he makes every 
effort to chat with them and know a little about them. He 
usually says, "These people fit help you when you no expect".

Relationships are the wheels on which our lives move. We 
cannot do without people's help from one quarters or the 
other. Do not look down on people.

In the story above, the thing that the HOD might not be able to 
do, was what that "security" man did for my friend. Most a 

A Monologue
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times, we look for help in popular places and where we think 
they should come from. We all expect jobs from the Senator 
representing our constituency, unknown to us that he has one 
thousand and one applications from graduates of different 
disciplines, even though he is your uncle, he will not want to 
take your calls. He gets such calls every other minute.

When we go for interviews, contract submission, presentation 
and quotation defense, we look out for the boss and try to 
please him/her, we have read so many "101" ways to do well 
in an interview, we ignore the gateman, hardly say good 
morning to the hospitality workers and disdain the assistants. 
A simple dislike by these people and with a touch of 
wickedness can make your application "disappear" and you 
will be waiting for a response forever.

Help can come in different forms and from different people; 
they are angels that God sometimes send our way. Do not let 
look deceive you. It is not every potential helper that will look 
like Dangote, Otedola, Tony Elumelu, El-Rufai, Bishop 
Oyedepo, Mufti Menk or Bilal Phillips.

Do not despise people, cultivate positive relationships, 
appreciate and honor people. "The life of a man does not 
consist in the abundance of things he owns".

A Monologue
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Have you tried at any point in your life to see yourself beyond 
where you are currently seated?  Like seeing yourself flying in 
a private airplane, in a meeting with the President at the Villa, 
putting on nice clothes and apparels from designers Louis 
Vuitton and the likes, been driven by a chauffeur in a 
limousine and on and on I can go. This is the power of 
imagination. It is the ability to see better and beyond the 
present. It is a gift from God, do NOT despise it.
I am not a medical personnel, but I want to opine that one of 
the major things that happen to mad people is that they have 
lost their ability to imagine. So, they don't see anything wrong 
sleeping on a dunghill, eating a spoilt food or moving around 
naked.

It is imagination that makes a scientist to attempt to mix two or 
more chemicals together in order to get something different, a 
fashion designer imagines to combine blue and lilac and it 
comes  out  a  beaut i fu l  dress ,  bakers  now make 
unconventional cakes, they imagine to combine some fruits 
together and we now have fruit flavored cakes. Imaginations!

In the years ahead of you, do not joke with the things that will 
be crossing your mind, our minds are goldmines. The Lord 
might be leading you to solve problems that will bring 
solution to millions all over the world. Keep up your 
imaginations, do not stop seeing. Do not get tired, it will come, 
it will not tarry, wait for it.

Imagion
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In 2009 when I just left Secondary school, the year 2019 was 
the last thing on my mind. "Wetin concern me with 2019, e still 
far."

Some of the many things on my mind were getting admission, 
a good school and to study my choice course. Fast forward to a 
decade later, all those have been achieved.

Young people like me, much more than the euphoria of a new 
year, please have a plan for new decades, 10 years seems to be 
far, but before you know, if there be life, it is upon us.

So, write down your goals, visions, plans, business ideas and 
family goals. One of my goals for the next decade is to be 
married and done with child bearing. Yours could be to secure 
a permanent residence abroad, travel around the world, get 
your PhD, build your own home, build your own brand, 
business, company or empire, be an elected member of the 
house of representatives, Senator, Governor or President, a 
minster of God or the Federal government, a career 
Ambassador, an entrepreneur, a Professor, leave paid 
employment, and on I can go. Map out your plans and goals, 
break them into simple achievable procedures, be realistic, 
work on them daily, monthly, quarterly and yearly. The 
America, Europe and  Dubai we all want to visit today was the 
Vision of their founders, 10, 20, 30 and even 100 years ago.

Pray, plan, prepare, perform, and   do them over again.

ok Aad
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“When you outgrow something, what do you?"
It is possible to outgrow a job, a house, a friendship, or a 
spouse. When you outgrow a job, you can change the job or 
seek a more challenging position. When you outgrow a house 
or an environment, you can simply move out. When you 
outgrow a friendship, you can make them understand that 
there's a need to catch up and do better or leave in worst case 
scenario. But, what will you do when you outgrow your 
spouse, especially in marriage?

The Bible says in Amos 3:3, “can two walk together except 
they be agreed”? In marriage and relationships leading to 
marriage, you must agree, be on the same page and be 
consistently compatible for things to work. If not, you are 
heading for a bitter separation, you CANNOT successfully 
oppress anybody, they will eventually leave, it is just a matter 
of time.

So, as friends, when one person outgrows the other, sit down, 
communicate and evaluate the situation. Who needs to do 
more, learn more or know more? If the person is willing to, 
give them time to catch up and you are back on the same page, 
seeing things together. When your friends or circle of 
friendship begins to irritate you, when you are saying A and 
they are saying Z, when they begin to sound like children in 
Primary school to your ears, you have outgrown such 
friendships, do not be ashamed of it, if not, you will be 
stagnant and unhappy. Evaluate the situation, take decision 

Gwth
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and move on. There are some people who see things the same 
way overtime and will not be willing to change or catch up; 
you cannot help them, just move on.

There's a Yoruba proverb translated as, "twenty kids 
CANNOT play together for twenty years". This is true. So, if 
you value a relationship or friendship so much, be willing to 
grow and catch up with the other person. If the person is not 
willing to grow, you are incompatible and it's a matter of time, 
separation will occur. Again, be able to also know if a 
particular job or friend has outgrown you, adjust or let go.

Gwth
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Sometimes ago, I was at a joint to buy masa (a staple made 
from corn or rice). A former course mate met me there and 
offered to pay for mine, at first I politely refused. It took the 
intervention of the masa seller before I obliged. She said, 
"ba'a maida hanun kwaita baya" (you don't decline a hand of 
favor). I agreed, thanked my course mate and left.

A lot of us do the same. You decline favor. Please, learn to 
receive favors from today. As a matter of fact, be expectant. 
You cannot live through this life alone, so as you go out daily, 
expect that someone will give you a lift, expect that someone 
will buy you lunch, expect that someone will remember to call 
and check on you, but don't feel entitled. Giving is a decision; 
it's not whether the person has plenty or not. So, when 
someone decides to give you something, please collect.

Some of us content creator and public speaker after delivering 
a wonderful speech, class or seminars, people most a times 
clap in appreciation. You will see some people, shushing them 
not to bother, brother enjoy it while it last, that's what they feel 
they can give at that particular time. When people give me 
feedback on my contents, posts or my first book, MY 
OPINION, I feel good, I know I am adding value to people. It 
is a way to receive. Lately, when I meet people in public buses 
and they want to pay my fare, I don't struggle with them, 
please pay, it's God's favor, I will receive with thanksgiving 
and thank You. (Some of you will be saying, "bros no pay o, na 

arn  ceive
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me suppose pay for you sef" dey there na)

Are you a loving child, husband, wife, siblings or relative? 
During most holidays, you gave from your heart and you 
didn't even get yourself a decent gift. You just want everyone 
around you to be happy. God bless you. But, learn how to 
receive also. You are not a superman; you are not El-shaddai if 
you continue living without receiving, "you shall die" if care is 
not taken. You are not an island.

"Lastly, nobody is too small to give you a gift or do you a favor 
and nobody is too big to receive a gift or a favor".

arn  ceive
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There is a picture on my phone that I view occasionally. When 
I do, it brings memories of the past to my heart, a thought of 
the possibility of doing something better, and a silent prayer 
in my heart of heart.

The picture is that of a late friend, and I seldom take a view of 
the picture. One thing I do anytime I look at the picture is to try 
to imagine her state presently, if she were alive she must have 
being married and with kids. But she is late, so presently there 
is no more flesh on her frame, no more tendons, blood, tissue, 
and no organ whatsoever.

I was with a lady recently, I admire her because of a truth, she 
is very beautiful. We became good friends and so cool. I saw 
her without any make up once, no weavon, no foundation, no 
mascara, no powder, nothing. Sincerely, she was still looking 
beautiful. I just thought, "So that is all?" All that most guys 
droll over on social media? Some people go to the extent of 
masturbating with the picture of ladies in the likes of Rihanna, 
J Lo, Rita Dominic, Genevieve Nnaji, etc. So, that is it?

Once, a friend was sharing a testimony of his days in the 
hospital when he was operated for appendicitis. He said, 
"Baba, I was naked and the nurse that was dressing me was a 
lady. I was operated at my lower abdomen very close to my 
penis and scrotum, I couldn't take my bath. So, when she 
comes dressing my cut, she will clean everything and 
everywhere and I didn't feel an erection. Erections are for 

Infaie
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healthy men; thank God I came out fine".

This breath we have is all that we are, the things we do, good 
or bad, positive or negative, with or without conscience, 
moral or immoral, righteous or unrighteous, are all done by 
people with life. Take note, take heed, live life now that you 
have breath in your nostrils.

For those who were attentive in English class and can still 
remember reading and comprehension. Remember when 
they say, write a story, narration or an event and end it with 
the word infallible?

Infaie
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Corona Virus, a lung related disease was discovered in the 
year 2019 in Wuhan City, China. Hence, it became known as 
COVID-19. It ravaged the world and Nigeria was not left out.
The events that followed this discovery were shocking. 
Countries went on lockdown, a total or partial stay at home. It 
was difficult; nobody has had such experience before. In 1918 
when there was a similar outbreak, the Spanish Flu, many 
died and I doubt if anyone alive then is still living to witness 
this.

In the wake of the outbreak of the virus around the world, 
Nigeria's health minister boasted that we are ready to combat 
the virus in the eventuality that it arrives our soil. It came and 
we were overwhelmed just like Spain, Italy, Brazil and many 
other nations. It was more than a flu that will just go away on 
its own; vaccines had to be introduced.
In many nations, money and provision were provided to 
alleviate people's hardship, since they are not working. Some 
states gave people a portion of these provisions, some did not. 
When it was discovered across several states by the citizens, it 
was looted. These provisions were called palliative. The word 
trended.

China built a 1000 capacity hospital from scratch in 10 days to 
combat the spread and treatment of the Covid-19 virus. Other 
nations did so many things, many lives were lost.
Schools, places of worship, restaurants, event centres and 
many events were cancelled or postponed. Many took to 

Cona Vis
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online platform to learn, to meet, to do movie premieres and 
play games as much as possible to replace the way we were 
used to. That became the “new normal”.

Vaccines were provided so that life can continue. It came 
almost a year after the first outbreak in China. Nations 
inoculated as many citizens as they can.  Some nations 
struggled, others were overwhelmed.

One important lesson from all this is that nothing is 
impossible and learn to give room for any eventuality

Cona Vis
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I once overheard some young lads, 100 levels students 

discussing among themselves. One thing I picked in passing 

from their conversation was that one of them said, "She just 

finish secondary school and her shakara too much, she no wan 

gree".

It's obvious he was talking about a lady he has been wooing 

and she is not returning his advances as he wants. A pot 

calling kettle black right? He is just in 100 level, probably no 

exam yet, no CGPA yet. The difference between him and the 

girl is so minimal and he wants a "relationship".

In a chapter of my book MY OPINION, I wrote about the 

neglect, especially of male children's upbringing and the evil 

it is doing to the millennials especially. A lot of them are rude, 

ungrateful and unthankful. Once they feel they are taller than 

you, they think they are everybody's mate. They come to 

social media and be telling everyone "xup na, haffa, awayu, 

etc" to people that wrote WAEC when they were still in the 

womb.

I want to particularly talk about most middle class families. 

This is not a general rule. I take responsibility for my words.

In the recent past, one way for young people from most 

middle class families to succeed and breakthrough in life was 

Mais
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through academic excellence, dignity and hard work. They 

read and even teach the children of the elite. You cannot talk 

down on them in class, they might not be brought to school in 

big cars, they might not be wearing the best of clothes, they 

might not come to school with the best pocket money, but they 

have the best of brains. So, in class and school activities they 

are champions and you cannot take that away from them. 

They have an edge over others. Some are so good in multiple 

sports too. So, they either look forward to an academic 

scholarship or a scholarship in sport and most often than not, 

these  chi ldren from middle  c lass  famil ies ,  have  

breakthroughs. Some go abroad, the ones that remains in 

Nigeria still shine through school or trade, business and other 

means of living some later choose.

They are not social misfits, when a conversation is ongoing; 

they are well informed and responsible. They know where 

Silicon Valley, Timbuktu and Mambilla are located. They 

know 1st 20 elements, all major government officials both 

local and international, they are versatile and hardworking. 

You cannot take that away from them.

Presently, the narration has changed. You see most children 

from middle class families moving around the streets 

aimlessly. Is it that they have lost hope in their abilities and the 

power of their minds? Has the government failed them so 

much and they have given up on life. They cannot read simple 

sentence, they don't read newspaper, it's too boring. They 

cannot make a good social conversation in simple English; 

they cannot write an application for even menial jobs, they are 
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inadequate. They call themselves Marlians, they know where 

the latest party is happening in town, they know the latest pop 

song verbatim, they don't know state and capital or their 

slogans, they do drugs, they are not learning a trade either. 

Gradually our society is degenerating, they take to crime, they 

attack people, collect valuables, stay away from the watch of 

their parents, they live under the bridges around town and the 

future looks gloom. A father seems helpless, the burden is left 

for the mother, young girls are not catered for, guys take 

advantage of them, etc.

By all these actions, the rich get richer and the poor get poorer. 

This will happen when the children of the poor have no basic 

education or means of sustenance. They become election 

thugs, they wait for every election period to collect soap, rice, 

umbrella and other election souvenirs and it suffice them. 

They feel that “at least I have also eaten from the national 

cake”, if only they know that they deserve more and can 

actually call the shots. If only they know.

Tell a young lad around you this week that they should not be 

discouraged and they should uphold good values. Pay day is 

coming and harvest is not the same as planting.
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While I was growing, I was a naturally reserved kid- I still am. 
My childhood was balanced and healthy. For example, I have 
two female siblings before me and two female siblings after 
me. Hausa people calls such people surrounded by females 
siblings "Tanko".
Coincidentally, during my NYSC, that was the role I played in 
my Platoon drama presentation. The name stuck and some 
people still calls me "Mallam Tanko" till today, they won't 
even believe I am not Hausa in the first place, so to avoid 
plenty explanation, I obliged them, spoke Hausa, entertained 
some and I was etched in their heart as that Hausa boy from 
Kaduna, forever.

That's by the way. While growing up, I had plenty people 
around to learn from. Uncles, big compound, older siblings, 
etc. I remembered once when one of my uncles asked me to 
spell a word, I couldn't. He said so you have been wearing a 
clothe and don't know what was written on it? I looked to my 
chest and behold, the word he asked me to spell was inscribed 
on my shirt. Boy! Since that day, I read anything and 
everything, I became very inquisitive and a painstaking 
learner. It paid off, I have never regretted it.

Another thing that characterized my childhood was how our 
parent raised us. I can't vividly remember my Dad flogging 
me, he will just talk and when you are behaving and 
cooperating, he will let you be. My Mum? That woman had 
Olympics gold medal in throwing objects in her former life. 

My Fend
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There is this shoes mothers used to wear those days, they call 
it scholls, do you remember? When you offend her, no matter 
how fast and smart you ran, she will throw that shoe or any 
other object at you and she never misses her target. Never!

Overall, our parents were wonderful. Like most kids, we 
thought they were too harsh, but now as an adult I appreciate 
every effort they put into raising us until everyone can make 
decisions for themselves.

My Dad is a super smart man. Boy! If you think I am smart, 
wait till you meet my Dad, those of my close contact who have 
met my Dad can testify. Old man is smart! As teenagers in 
Secondary school, we had a lot of friends, male and female. 
When they come around, our Parents see no big deal in it; we 
can go into our rooms with them and they so trust that we are 
not doing anything wrong. So, there's this girl that we seems 
to be closer among our friends. Even when she comes "to see 
my sister", we end up talking more, sidelining my sister she 
supposedly came to see.

My Dad was observing.

She will come a times in company of other friends, she will 
either end up staying longer alone, giving a helping with our 
chores and I will see her off.

My Dad was observing.

Several years later, everyone is grown, been to the University 
and all. I visited my Dad and my Dad asked me for the first 
time in our conversation, "how is that your girlfriend"?
I was dazed, I thought you didn't care. He smiled. I said she 
was just "my friend". He said, "ere kini aja nba ekun se?" (What 
kind of play brings a dog and a lion together?). Except to eat it 
of course. We just laughed over.
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My Dad was observing.

A lot of children were raised differently, some so strict, some 
so free and others neglected.
I am not a parent yet, but young people like me are learning 
more and getting ready to be better parents. Moderate 
parenting is king. Do not neglect the carrot and the stick.

My Fend

29



In the recent past, letter writing was the mode of 
communication and in some cases, it will take months to 
deliver and reply a letter. In Nigeria, it was the booming days 
of Nigeria Postal Service (NIPOST). To send letters to foreign 
lands, we had Fed-Ex, DHL, etc. To effectively communicate, 
you have to learn the skills and write in full. During the days 
of active letter writing, some of us had pen friends in other 
states or countries who we have never met before, it was a 
beautiful experience and it was fun while it last.

Then electronic media came!

As children in Primary and Secondary School, we wrote 
letters to each other, male, female and to teachers, we didn't 
have to wait for the terminal English language examination to 
write a letter. Among my close friends as kids, they used to 
call me "Baba o" (hailing). I have always being a smart sword 
smith. In our Class all through Secondary school, I had a girl 
that topped our English class, she was always coming first 
position in English, the best I ever came was second position, 
thanks to her father who was an English teacher, in another 
school though. I used to help them write "love letter" to the 
girls they admire and boom, it always works. I wonder what 
the content of those letters were anyways. I became the-go-to 
love letter writer among my friends, some of them still call me 
"Baba o" till date and it will bring back those memories. I love 
to write, even as a Science Student.

er Wng
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I did write a few too for my love interest then. I got into trouble 
one day when my elder sister intercepted one of those my 
letters, my God; I died within me and came back. She pulled 
my ears and threatened to tell our parent if caught again.  I 
stopped, I got "born again".
See the way some of you are laughing, that was you up there 
right? You also wrote or received a love letter right, I know.

Then electronic media came!

When GSM came into Nigeria around year 2000, the craze to 
own one was high, everyone wanted to feel the magic. As 
expected, the letter writing culture nosedived. People can 
now send SMS, then WhatsApp, Instagram, Facebook, etc 
took over letter writing. There are now options of video calls 
and people no longer see a need to write letters. A down turn 
to this is that, many children of this new millennium had to 
write letters only in school examinations and WAEC, they 
don't even know how to on a regular day. If you ask some of 
them to apply for a job, they cannot, they don't know who is 
addressee, recipient, etc. The social media has affected how 
many people now write, they write in short forms like: "1s, 
hwfa, aw ar u, gudmrn, Ello Bae, gud9t, etc. You should not 
communicate like that, it has an unconscious effect.

Parents, make effort occasionally to exchange letters with 
your children. See their expression, ability to explain ideas, 
punctuation, clarity, mechanical accuracy, etc. Make them 
exchange letters with their friends, it is a sweet memory.

Write a letter to someone today, surprise them. I know it is not 
in vogue, but just try it out. If you can, let it be handwritten. 
Tell them how much you love them, commend them and tell 
them your thoughts are with them.
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Mother's day and international women's day are celebrated 
every year, then churches will do their own and you will be 
wondering, how many Mothers' day do we have in a year?

Then, there is Father's day just once in a year and life 
continues.

When these days of celebrating either of our parents arrives, 
you will read caption and be tired. You will see, "Best Dad in 
the world, World best Mum, my Jewel, my gold, my silver, my 
joy, my sugar pie, my macaroni, my freaky freaky, etc. I am 
not disputing the fact that our parents are irreplaceable and at 
their best, they have done well. But who made your own 
Parent the best? Who crowned them? Where was the exam 
written? Who conducted the post UTME and came out to 
declare that your parent won among the rest and therefore 
should be called "best"?

Get me, my Parent are my Parent and I will forever be grateful 
I came through them and it is for a purpose, thank You Dad, 
thank you Mum. I am grateful I still have both of them alive.

Another thing is this rigid attitude of "this is the way we do it 
in our house, this is the way our parents taught us, etc". You 
CANNOT hold on to that forever, who told you your house 
practices are the best? Learn and unlearn a lot of things, you 
don't know where you are going to. For example, an Igbo 
young man that doesn't prostrate to greet anybody because 
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his culture doesn't demand that, now he wants to marry a 
Yoruba lady and part of the requirements is that he will have 
to prostate as they go on, when he's meeting her parent for the 
first time, when they do introduction, traditional marriage 
and the rest. Imagine if such a man is insisting; "this is not the 
way we do in our house/culture".

Egungun be careful.

The things you know and grew up with in your family can be 
unlearn to accommodate something new, not necessarily 
superior.

Again, some other things are upbringing, gratitude and 
character. You see these things? You cannot be perfect at 
them. So, when you think your upbringing was perfect 
because you are still thinking your parents are "the world 
best", when you meet others, you must have a rethink. Be 
ready to learn and unlearn. Recently, we have seen a lot of 
attitudes online, where someone will do giveaway with their 
money and mature humans will not be able to say "thank you" 
because they perceive that the money is too small. That is why 
some parents insist that their children must marry from their 
people, language, social circle and cliques. They have their 
reasons.

Aunty, you have a very bad character and you are praying for 
a god-fearing man, people dey fear you sef! You are not ready 
to change because "this is how it is done in our house". Be kind 
and be industrious. In your parents' marriage, your Dad 
provided everything and you are holding on to that because 
you still believe your parents are the "best". If they tell you the 
frictions, quarrels, regrets and victories they had, you will 
understand more.

Uncle, boss of the house, we have come to you. In your house, 
girls do all the chores; boys are treated as princes, good. But it 
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will not work everywhere. Get sense. Where you are coming 
from, your mum does your Dad's laundry, cooks and still 
enters "za oza room" gallantly. It is not obtainable 
everywhere. You will say, "They never had issues, their 
marriage was heaven on earth". So you think!

Lastly, for those of us who are religious, some of us believe 
there is an "ordained life partner" for me and if I miss him/her, 
I'm doomed. This is a discussion for another day. I want to use 
the football world as an example. Year after year we see new 
talented players show up and with the media hype, they 
become known worldwide.  Over time, they fade out. Then 
there are these groups of players, no hype, no "talent" so to 
say, with time they build a name for themselves and become 
an indispensable player in their team. “Hard work will beat 
talents hands down if talent refuses to work hard”. So also, an 
ideal partner will carry the day if the "ordained" partner is 
dulling. Because there is a prophecy that so and so is your 
ideal spouse, you have the temerity to be misbehaving like an 
upcoming witch/wizard giving people's children trouble, 
don't worry they will soon abandon you and your 
shenanigans. Peace is king! Nobody likes headache.
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There is an adage translated from Yoruba as, "anything that 
money refuses to answer is abandoned". The need to spend 
money is basic as long as we remain in this side of eternity. 
Money is power; it will either make you bold or bow. Its 
quantity differs to different individual, N10, 000 can make a 
wheel barrow pusher bold in a day and N10, 000, 000 can 
make a bank manager bow in a day. See the difference?

During the COVID-19 stay at home, we have seen the need to 
spend money whether you are earning or not. Needs must be 
met. This is an event that has come to teach us big life's lessons, 
please learn. You will observe that after just a few days of 
lockdown, people are already shouting of being broke, no 
money, or they have exhausted the ones they had when the 
lockdown started. These are hard workers who would not 
have time for Church, family, P.T.A, social events, etc, now 
everyone is at home, no rushing to nowhere. One of the 
lessons of these times is savings. You cannot be working all 
year round and not save. If you have not been doing that, start 
after now. It might look impossible and difficult. For example, 
if you decide to save N100 (maybe in a piggy or thrift) daily, 
that will amount to N3, 000 monthly and N36, 000 in a year. 
That is huge. You can increase it if you have more capacity.

Another lesson the COVID-19 lockdown taught us is that life 
was reduced to only the things that actually matters. Food and 
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family. What else do you do now? You wake up, eat food and 
see your family. No waking up so early to return very late 
again. Some men have not been at home this long ever, it is an 
opportunity to bond with family, but no, some are still going 
to joints to play draft, ludo and other games.
Oga, dem put nail for your bum bum ni?
People wedded during the lockdown, had naming 
ceremonies and other things without crowd and nobody was 
offended. But before now or when life returns to normal, we 
will start getting worried again, trying to outshine each other. 
Do you know that if your clothes have mouths, they would 
have asked, "Are we quarrelling?”. If your make up kits have 
mouths, they will be like, "Madam, are we on strike?”. Were 
you not happy as everything rested?

Again, this is a time to sit and reassess your life and journey in 
life. Your job, business, career, investments, etc. Some people 
have barely stayed one week at home, they are already 
shouting that they are broke. This is the time to think. It shows 
that most people are just working to feed and survive in the 
present. A job that you have been doing for 10-15 years and 
you cannot sustain yourself for about a month without 
actively working. This is a concern especially to employees. 
Look inward, sincerely and prayerfully reassess whatever it is 
that you are doing, will it sustain me in the long run?

Lastly, one thing I want to point out is our orientation to 
money and spending. For those of you who have read "Rich 
Dad, Poor Dad", you will know that it is proper for a family to 
have a good financial orientation to prosper. It is not just 
enough to learn Mathematicss, Physics, speak some Queen's 
English and boom, money is here. No! That is the reason a 
business study teacher does not have a business, a food and 
nutrition teacher does not know how to cook and an 
accounting teacher does not have a bank account. In Africa, 
we learn and take in everything hook, line, sinker, fisherman, 
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boat, fish and net. Teach children financial principles. That is 
why even arrogant people have money. It is a principle. Learn 
a skill, solve a problem, increase your capacity at problem 
solving, diversify and leverage.
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In elementary Biology, there is what is called symbiotic 
relationship. This relationship is divided into three; 
commensalism, parasitism and mutualism.
Aha! Somebody is picturing where it was in their bulky Biology 
note already.

Commensalism is a type of symbiosis in which an organism 
benefits while the other is not affected.

Parasitism is a symbiotic relationship in which one organism 
(the parasite) benefits while the other organism (the host) is 
harmed.

Mutualism is a symbiotic relationship in which both organisms 
benefit.

In real life, there are "people who deliberately turn down favors 
because they don't want to ever be obliged to return the favor". I 
will explain. During my University days and even NYSC, there 
are some friends (school mates, hostel mates or neighbors) who 
will never ask you for as small as salt, a seasoning cube or 
whatsoever even if they are running short and couldn't go out to 
buy immediately. They rather keep to themselves. They will 
never eat from you, they have perfected the act of declining such 
invitations with finesse so much that you are used to their 
response, and you are automatically getting used to not inviting 
them. They have a mission; they are subtlety telling you that 
they will not receive any favour from you so that they will never 
be under any moral obligation to return any favour. There are 

You a not  Isld

CHAPTER

15

38



people like that.

If you can go back in thought, you would have come across such 
individuals in the office, as school mates, circle of friends, etc. Be 
careful so that you will not be surprised.

If you ask some people, they will say I am minding my business 
and I don't want to be involved with anybody. What they fail to 
understand is that in life, no one is an island; we are all 
interconnected and will at one point need a favour from 
someone as a matter of necessity or urgency.

You don't even have to do someone a favour expecting it to be 
returned. No! In fact, there is a kind of bliss in rendering favour 
to strangers and people who cannot even find you to repay it. 
That is what the Bible means when it says, "do not let your left 
hand know what your right hand is doing". For example, if you 
meet a stranded motorist, a total stranger having a flat tire on the 
express, you park and help the person fix it and both of you go 
your separate ways, such a person cannot be going about 
looking for a day you will also have a flat tire to help you out. 
You might never meet such people again, but you have left 
something with them that will forever resonate in their heart and 
they can only say a word of prayers for you.

In life, learn to give and receive favours. A lot of people were 
taught how to give but not how to receive. They have this 
mindset that it is demeaning to ask for or receive favours. They 
have been robbed of that bliss. They are always trying to prove a 
point, trying to please the world, try as you may, but also be 
receptive. Someone like me, I don't struggle with people in buses 
when they want to pay for my fare. I don't. Please do, it's a favour 
and I appreciate your gesture. Some of you will be struggling, 
trying to outdo the other person. Calm down!

You are not El-shaddai.
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Dreams are vivid events we see in our subconscious. This 
happens when the body is resting and not in full awareness. A 
dream means different things to different people. Some 
believes it comes out of the activities of the day and a times, 
worries or matters that bothers the heart.

For those who are spiritual, a lot of persons have said how 
important their dream of the night have been instrumental to 
so many instructions, inspirations, cautions and helped avert 
dangers. Life is spiritual and most of the things we see 
physically already existed, at least a part of it or a start of it. So, 
many people who know and agree to this don't take any 
dream for granted, they seek interpretation by any means to 
know what to do.

In the Bible, Joseph interpreted dreams that saved Egypt in 
the coming years of famine that ravaged the world then. So, a 
times, dreams come as instructions, it is left for you to 
understand and take actions. A lot of people have fell victims 
to supposed "dreams interpreters”; they have been 
impoverished and deceived in attempts to find solutions.

Some people however do not dream easily. I was talking to a 
colleague at a time, he said he doesn't dream. I was shocked. I 
asked, "Is it that you do have dreams and forget when you 
wake up or you don't dream at all?" He said, "I don't dream at 
all". That's another category of people. Someone like me, as 
long as I close my eyes, I dream. It might be cut short in the 
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case of a nap and look meaningless, but I dream every day. 
Some I wake up with a clear understanding of what it means, 
some I laugh when I wake up, some looks like I've had 
something similar in the past, so I give attention as to why it is 
coming again, others I jump up and start praying 
immediately, binding, casting or establishing them.

I had a dream once; I went home with a colleague from work. 
My mum, two younger siblings and an older sibling were at 
home. These siblings are married and it's even over five years 
we lived together, but we were all together in the dream. 
That's dream for you, it brings things that looks impossible 
together, a times you even see people you don't recognize in 
your dreams. 

So, we got home and started talking about Longrich business, 
she took my credit card and registered me in her team. We 
bade everyone farewell and ready to leave, my Mum said bye 
and was whispering, "I don't know this new lady, I am 
sticking with the one you brought the last time, don't confuse 
me young man", she said this in my language so the lady 
won't understand.
Typical of mothers right?

We were about entering the car to return to the office and we 
saw posters announcing a third world war between Belarus 
and Spain, I said that Spain will win instinctively. I don't 
know what prompted that. We turned around and she said 
she wants to buy akara (beans cake), she did and I woke up. I 
just smiled and continued sleeping. Some dreams are like this, 
bringing together different things... Spain, Belarus, Akara, 
Third World war, family that everyone is grown and 
independent, etc.

Once a classmate in Secondary school wrote a dream she had 
about me behind one of my notebooks, I guess she didn't tell 
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me directly because the dream was tragic, but that she had 
prayed. Dreams are powerful and instructive. If you don't 
believe it, don't shush those who do.

I do pray like this when I'm telling some people goodnight. 
"Goodnight and have a victorious night". This is prophetic 
and I know. It doesn't means the enemy will not come in my 
dreams, but whatever it is, I will win. So, I tell and pray for 
others that way too. We have seen or heard terrible things 
happen to people from their dreams. A visible wound, death, 
sickness, insanity and afflictions have been meted on people 
from their dreams.

You are victorious in life and dreams, in consciousness and 
unconsciousness, in movement and stay at home.
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When a child is born, there is this joy that he/she comes with. 
The Parents of the child are happy and joyful that a new 
member of the family has arrived, especially if it is a first child. 
This means that they are fruitful and fertile. It will serve as a 
boost for other children that will follow in years to come. 
"Children are the heritage of the Lord, they are reward from 
God, they are like a young man's arrow, and they are source of 
joy and happiness. Children are like arrows to defeat the 
enemy at the gate". "We and the children that the Lord has 
given to us are for signs and wonders". Everyone rejoices at 
the arrival of a child.

In the past, parents rarely discuss the exact number of 
children they will like to have. They are open to any number 
that is "reasonable". Some parents use the "children are 
blessings" line to be fruitful and multiply, they end up unable 
to take basic responsibilities on them and the children that 
came seemingly looking like a bundle of "blessings" are 
becoming a burden, looking like a curse. Some of these 
children grow up under unfavorable conditions and thereby 
despise their parents.

This is my focus, young people stop hating on your parents. It 
doesn't matter under what conditions you were raised and 
what happened, just be thankful, be positive and face life. It is 
now your turn, make your life worthwhile. A lot of children 
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are angry at their parents because they are not very rich, 
because they didn't send them to the best of schools, because 
they have plenty siblings, making resources scarce, some are 
even angry at their step-siblings for the "mistakes" of their 
parents. For how long will you continue to dwell on the things 
that you have no control over, the things you cannot reverse, 
how long? Be grateful that you were given a chance to life, the 
basic education that you have and a modest life, a lot of 
children wish they were you. Don't let anger steal your joy 
and make you a bitter person. Don't let your parents be 
sorrowful anytime they think about you. They have done all 
they could either in ignorance or not, it is your time to make 
things right.

I have seen children who are angry at their parents for having 
them outside marriage, taking a second spouse, sending them 
to public school, etc. Some are wishing that their parents are 
Bill Gates, Dangote, Otedola, Buhari. How many of these can 
you change? None. So, get up and be right for the next 
generation.

The mistakes of some children are that they are comparing 
themselves with other families. My family is unique, our 
battles and victories are different and peculiar to us. Take for 
example, you and Fani Kayode or President Muhammad 
Buhari's children are in the same University. You are 
different, you cannot compare yourself with them, and this is 
not feeling inferior, it's rather not putting yourself under 
avoidable pressure. Fani Kayode's children are their third 
generation of educated folks; their grandfather, the Father - 
Fani Kayode and now the children are educated, in fact in a 
foreign land. The children cannot lack basic things; they don't 
even work for it. You on the other hand got this same 
admission on scholarship, you have to work part-time to 
compliment your stay in school, true, you are in the same 
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school and department with the  children of the mighty and 
probably doing better than them academically. Why won't 
you? They can afford to fail, they will go to another school 
immediately, but you cannot afford to fail, you cannot. Your 
mother's prayers and your father's constant "remember the 
son of whom you are" on phone will make you to do well. The 
difference between you and these children is that you are the 
first generation of educated folks in your family, they are the 
third generation, they can afford to mess around, and there is 
a family wealth and name to fall back on.

Again, after school, your parents and siblings are looking up 
to you and you cannot still fail. Please, bear this journey of 
yours joyfully; you are in that family for a time such as this. 
Then you have children and send them to good schools, then 
they have children and send them to good schools- your own 
third generation. Then a time will come that going to school in 
your family is now basic, no child can stand up and say, "I 
don't want to go to school". He has no example, nobody at all 
who never got at least a University degree. But all these was 
the sacrifice of one man, maybe you are long gone to the great 
beyond by that time, but they will forever be grateful to their 
grandparent for not hating his own parents for the education, 
the good life and all they cannot afford to give him.

This is an example, hope you get the drift?

So, when you see your course mates or "age mates" driving a 
car, living a good life and it's looking like it's not happening in 
your life anytime soon. Have you seen the difference? Are you 
the first generation and they are their fourth, fifth or even 
tenth generation of intentional living and parenting? Keep 
working hard in that career, business, dream and passion. Do 
not give up, stand up to those challenges and you will be 
victorious. It is your turn, the music is playing, you are next to 
come on stage, show up and give us the best that God has 
deposited in you. You are the best. I leave you with these 
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words, "your battle is different young man, your pursuit is 
different young lady. You are not inferior, you are only 
different. You are the first generation".
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Wedding ceremonies are one thing a lot of people look 
forward to in different capacities as bride, groom, bridal train, 
parents and so on. The day to marry is basically fixed or so we 
think. Saturdays are regular wedding days. You can have a 
naming ceremony, graduation, house warming party on the 
days they fall, but a wedding is mostly fixed on Saturday.

In Northern Nigeria, you will see or hear people wed on 
Thursday, Friday or Saturday. For the Muslims, Friday 
weddings are mostly conducted after the congregational 
Juma'at prayer, where the cleric declares the couple married 
in the presence of representatives of both families. Some 
families conduct reception on the same day while some still 
move it to Saturday as they find convenient.

In Christianity, most weddings are conducted on Saturdays 
with a signature 10:00am time and reception immediately 
after service.
I have seen a wedding conducted on a Monday. It was an 
Easter Monday; I think they took advantage of the fact that it 
was a public holiday.
I want to say that we can start conducting weddings on 
Thursdays because Wednesday (Wed-Next-Day) says so.

In all though, people get married on the days they are most 
comfortable with and with the availability of their guests in 
mind.

Wed-Ne-Day (Wednday)
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Happy Married life to those who have defied the Covid-19 
threat and still went ahead with their wedding as planned, 
those who shifted theirs, may God make it a success any time 
you deem fit to hold it. One thing this lockdown has taught us 
is that a lot of things that we think we cannot do without, we 
can actually do without them. I saw a video online sometimes 
of a couple being wedded online, something that will not 
ordinarily happen. My thought to it was, if we can hold 
miracle and anointing services online, if people can receive 
their healings on television service, then a wedding 
conducted online is as valid as the one where people are 
gathered provided every requirements are met.

This is to those who are preparing to get married soon; the 
Lord will make it a success. Help will not be far from you. You 
will not be put to shame. God bless your home to be.

So, fix your wedding on a Thursday and invite us because 
Wed-Next-Day (Wednesday) says so.

Wed-Ne-Day (Wednday)
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“The faintest pen is better than the sharpest brain" is a very 
popular saying.
Note taking is very important in life. When you see creative 
people, they go about with a pen and a writing pad. 
Technology has made it easier as most devices now have a 
note pad or something to write in. Some people sleep with pen 
and paper so that when they dream of anything, they quickly 
write it down before they forget. If this will help you 
remember your dreams, please don't hesitate to sleep with a 
pen and paper close by.

"Write the vision down and make it plain".

Almost everybody was once passionate about something in 
their head. Some took out time to write it down, wrote a plan 
and followed it up. Some others thought they have magnetic 
brains, after a while, the passion fizzles away, so is the idea 
and nothing to show for it.

As an adult, you will do well for yourself when you take 
journaling/note taking seriously. It will save you time and 
energy. Some things can come as an epiphany, vision, dream, 
idea and thought. This could be a life changing experience if 
you can recall it and follow it up. It could be a way divinity has 
decided to show up for you and give clarity to confusing 
situations in your life. If you take it with levity, you will forget. 
Your brain is not as sharp as you think. Little wonder people 
wake up and they cannot remember a dream they had. Some 
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of the things that you have read from me come that way, I 
write them down, some, I even do voice recording, especially 
in the middle of the night when I cannot easily locate a pen 
and some I have forgotten too.

Write down your school, work, spiritual, dating and even 
Corona Virus experience. Take for example, I stay in Kaduna 
and we were at home for 75 days. No church, no conventional 
market, no school and movement was restricted. I have 
written down this experience and my children or 
grandchildren would come across it later, If they hear about it 
on news or in school, though it might be shocking that people 
were locked down for 75 days, but they will believe it more 
because they read it from my journal or diary sometimes.

Some people's error is not that they don't take note of major 
events in their lives, but they write them in "Adieu Papa, 
Happy Married Life, Happy POP, Happy Graduation" jotters. 
You will misplace it. You will pick up a new one after six 
months and the circle continues because you would have cut 
half of it for people that never attend any seminar or lecture 
with writing materials. Those "cut for me, cut for me" people.

So, get a hard cover note, it's unlikely you will misplace it and 
it will serve you longer. When you are long gone or old, 
people can write a biography for you just by looking through 
your notes, diary or journal. Please, also write your correct 
date of birth somewhere that it can be easily located. I know 
what I am saying. In Nigeria, with the pressure of work and 
work experience, some people have up to four (4) dates of 
birth certificates. The baptismal own, the hospital own, the 
one they swore an affidavit to own, the second affidavit to 
reduce their age by 5 years. Then the oga patapata of them all, 
the one you are using in the office, you have 10 years work 
experience and you are still under 30. Every year, you are 27 
years. It happens.
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50



Write your correct date of birth for your children. So that they 
will not write a different one and your office is saying 
something else.

Write down events. They are memorable when you read them 
years later. Some, you will laugh at how poor your writing 
was, how poor your tenses were; you will laugh and thank 
God that you are a better person. I was reading one that I 
wrote years ago, and I even put the reason why my writing 
was so bad, I said it's because it was a cold morning. I laughed.

Another reason to write is so that there will be a narration 
from you about your life. If you don't, people will just write 
what they feel about you and not who you really were.

No Tg/ nang
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The human mind is a mystery that we will keep learning 
about every day. Try as science and technology may, it is still 
millions of ways from discerning it. Lie detectors and other 
machines have been invented to read the mind and its 
intention, but the mind of a man is still a mystery that we will 
keep discovering a lot of things about as long as we live.

I maintain this stance in all of my discourse that, "the mind is 
the greatest assets" that God has given man. It is an 
inheritance from the divine that has been bestowed to 
mortals. This is the reason why people guard the mind with all 
they can afford. A man with a sound mind can experience fire 
outbreak, bad investment and a whole lot of bad fortune in 
this life, but with a productive mind and time, such a person 
bounces back and is prosperous again. This is the reason why 
we have heard or seen people who went bankrupt at some 
point in their life soar back to relevance again. This is not so for 
a mad man. No matter how rich a man is, once he begins to 
exhibit insanity, life begins to turn downward gradually, 
people begin to desert, clothes are torn off, they become 
violent and relatives can no longer keep them. So, off they go 
into the streets.

Another thing I want to say is that the mind is deep. A man can 
have issues from home which will make him gloomy and not 
his usual self. Some people can experience this, get to the gate 
of their workplace and literarily drop all of that at the get. The 
moment they step into the office, they suddenly become lively 
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and cheerful. They can decide to pick up the sad countenance 
after the close of work from the gate where they dropped it 
anyways. Some people are so capable of switching like that 
effortlessly.

I learnt something recently, it is a life changing lesson. I met a 
guy recently and he behaves weird, I just kept my cool and try 
as much as I can to flow. I am not an extrovert, so our 
conversations were minimal. I noticed that the people that 
converse frequently with this guy always have issues and are 
quickly offended at his disposition. I too get angry sometimes. 
It really tested my patience. One thing led to another and this 
guy shared his story with us. It turns out that most of the 
things he did were just to cover up deep seated bitterness. He 
was facing challenges from home, he couldn't cope well or 
switch when he changes environment. This issue has eaten 
him up and he couldn't handle it well. His mind has been 
messed up.

There are people like this whose mind is not sound and it is 
evident in all areas of their life. There are others who can easily 
switch and put up a facade. Our mind is powerful and 
controls our actions and reactions to a large extent. Protect 
your mind, your mental health and sanity. A troubled mind 
CANNOT be productive. You need that ambience and 
serenity to get through life.

At a time such as this, people are worried and their minds are 
worked up over a lot of things. Stop working up your mind 
over the things that you cannot control. You will see some 
people getting worried over rain that has been falling for 
hours, over sun that is too bright, over traffic jam, etc. If you 
can actually do something about it, why complain? Can you 
just stay put or use umbrella in the rain and sun or stay at 
home if possible to avoid running into a traffic jam. But if you 
cannot, then don't work up yourself, just go through it with a 
positive mind and don't stress yourself.
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Someone says that mental stress quickly knocks you down 
than physical stress. This is true. You will notice that you have 
really worked and stressed yourself in a particular month and 
you did not fall sick, all you just need is a good sleep at night to 
rejuvenate. Then, there are other times that your mind is busy 
and it accumulates as mental stress, in a few days, you just 
realized that you are feeling sick.
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A farmer went to his farm, made ten ridges and came home to 
inform his neighbor that he made twenty ridges. His 
neighbors applauded him for his strength and the ability to 
achieve such a feat in one outing. When it was time for 
harvest, everyone will be expecting him to bring in a harvest 
that is worth twenty ridges. Whether they see him bringing in 
the harvest or not, when he is done eating his original ten 
ridges of harvest, he dare not complain to the hearing of his 
neighbors that he is hungry, after all, he still "supposedly" has 
another ten bags of supply. So, after eating his ten ridges of 
truth, he will eat his ten ridges of lies, albeit in pains and 
hunger. This analogy is from a Yoruba proverb.

I was on call with a friend sometime and the summary of our 
gist was, "Isaac, no follow social media hype o, you go jam 
head for wall. God no go shame us". There are truths on social, 
know your truth. 
Your life is still possible, Covid-19 and all. You don't have to 
fake it till you have it. Don't be under unnecessary pressure 
because of what you see on social, don't give yourself 
hypertension! You will eat your ten ridges of lies alone.

Your light will shine, your time will come and you are 
possible.

fe   Sg
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In basic Biology, during intercourse as ejaculation happens, 
the journey begins with millions of sperm cells released into 
the female reproductive system. These cells are believed to be 
from 70 million to 150 million sperm cells, only one gets 
fertilized, becomes a zygote, moves through the fallopian 
tubes and is attached to the inner walls of the uterus.

If you survived as a sperm, you will survive here.

In the process of fertilization, there is a tussle to survive and 
the strongest sperm gets fertilized. I just want to let you know 
that you are not a weakling, you pulled through every barrier 
to be born, now that you are here, don't think that you are 
unfortunate. You are not a mistake, it could have been sperm 
X, Y, Z, but you got fertilized, you won that war, the war 
against millions of other sperm cells, you will win here too.

If you survived as a sperm, you will survive here.

As a father, mother, child, spouse, government worker, 
business owner and all, you are not a mistake. In Nigeria, 
Africa and any part of the world that you are presently, you 
are not an afterthought. It could have been someone else, but 
you won the war in a million.

If you survived as a sperm, you will survive here.

You might have lost your job during this Covid-19 pandemic 
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or any other time, private school teachers especially. Bills are 
piling, no government intervention, responsibilities are on the 
increase, you feel like taking your life. Please don't give up on 
life, you are still possible and be hopeful. You won a war 
among millions of sperm cells, you cannot fail now.

If you survived as a sperm, you will survive here.

Do not throw away your confidence in your times of troubles, 
you will have need of it and the reward is great. You are not 
unfortunate to be born in Kawo, Ladipo, Afikpo, Misau, Bichi, 
Kwanawa, Otukpo, Bori, Timbuktu, Mallanville or Tamale. 
You are possible, you are unique, you won a war among 
millions of sperm cells.

If you survived as a  sperm, you will survive here.

You a NOT a Weng
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These were terms we used in my room while I was in the 
University, Kebbi State University of Science and Technology, 
Aliero (KSUSTA), several years ago. It was a mode of cooking 
in my hostel room.

Upward delivery is a process of cooking where you start and 
do everything accordingly like building a house, starting with 
the foundation first. If you want to cook rice and beans for 
example, you boil the beans first, then the rice, then you wash 
them and put oil on fire, put your ingredients, put in your rice 
and beans and wait for it to be ready.

Downward delivery is a process of cooking where you put 
everything at once, rice, beans, oil ingredients, etc, and then 
you wait for it to be ready or ask someone to bring it down for 
you. Thanks to boys hostel. These terms were known in my 
room only.

So, when you invite a room member, he will ask, "Isaac 
Abiodun, Adamu Abubakar, Sherif Abdul, na upward or 
downward delivery?”. Your answer will determine if the 
person will join you or decline. Thanks to boys hostel.

However, one of the most interesting meals we had on 
campus were from the female hostel. Boy, God bless those 
sisters. I, Isaac Abiodun was a full time member of the "cooler 
ministry" back on campus. When a cooler comes from the 
female hostel, you will know, I think they also try to impress 
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the guys a little bit, they go extra mile, extra meat, extra 
portion, a cold drink in some cases and other guys will envy 
you. Irin big boy! Some came from admirers, crushes, friends 
and sincere sisters.

On two rare occasions however, I sent food to the female 
hostel. One was a deal, more like a competition; let's see who 
cooks better between a course mate and I. She sent hers first 
and I returned the favour, deal done. The other was to 
appreciate a friend who has done it severally. I can just 
imagine what the reaction of her roommates will be like if they 
know the cooler of food was coming from the male hostel and 
from me. There was a neutral ground where these exchanges 
takes place, BLB centre. I think it is now the Student Union 
Government (SUG) Social centre. Some do the exchange 
(return empty coolers and collect a filled one) openly 
especially when they are siblings, known friends or lovers, 
while others do the exchange at night when eyes are few. 
That's how we roll.

Back to upward and downward delivery. In life, there are 
things that will happen and will require different level of 
attention and approach. Even in our daily schedules, our task 
requires different energy level. That is why it is advised to do 
more difficult task first and do the less difficult task later. In 
the morning hours, our energy levels are high and we are very 
enthusiastic. The weather is also in our favour. When the sun 
begins to burn, we expend more energy and do our task 
sluggishly. "No go dey cook beans and rice the same time", e 
get why. They are not to be entangled.

Upward d Downward Divery
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There are times we find ourselves in between decisions, when 
we are pained between the options in front of us. It is a 
situation where either of the decision you will end up making 
will come with pains. At such times, some people throw away 
every caution and leave reasoning in the back seat.

A very common scenario is the choice of our love interest a 
times. We find love in unexpected places a times. A friend was 
sharing with me recently how she and her lover are at a 
crossroad over their relationship. She is a Muslim and he is a 
Christian. You might be quick to say "what brought them 
together in the first place when they know they can't have a 
happy ending?”. It might be easy to say, "they should just quit 
now if it seems there will be no common ground or a 
compromise”.

The issue of love and romance is the matter of the heart. It is 
not a matter of philosophy and logic. Some persons have met 
their soul mates in places unthinkable and away from the 
regular "our people". You must have seen or at least heard the 
conflict of interest when it was time for lovers to truthfully 
assess their relationship and move forward. Such assessments 
are always a make or break deal. In Nigeria, we have seen 
young people from contrasting background falling in love 
with each other. Some are hide and seek affairs, while some 
are done with both families' awareness and a feeling of "they 
are just passing time, they will go their separate ways when 
reality is looking them in the face". Some young people to the 
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dismay and disgust of their families have gone ahead from a 
love affair to be married as man and wife. Religion, region, 
ethnic group, language, family traits and social class are 
consideration in marriages. Some lovers have defied all of 
these to be together, a lot of family members hurt and shut out. 
Parents have boldly declared, "go ahead, but without our 
blessings". Some of such marriages turn out perfectly well and 
the lovers are vindicated. Some have turned out badly and the 
parents say, "we told you, you don't have our blessings".

One factor that determines who we end up with as spouse is 
our environment.  It  is  a major determinant.  Our 
neighborhood, schools, work places, residences are where we 
end up meeting them. A typical youth from Southern Nigeria, 
who has never crossed the Niger River and knows nobody 
else apart from his people will hear the issue of lovers 
conflicting on the basis of religion and regional differences 
and wonder, how possible? Also, a typical youth from 
Northern Nigeria, who has not also crossed the Niger River 
will wonder, how possible. Yes Sir, you cannot relate, your 
environment has conquered that for you. But, do not think 
people at such crossroads are faithless or faint-hearted. Also, 
people who go ahead to get married should not think people 
who went their separate ways in pains are weaklings. These 
are social issues that people go about in hush tones.

Now, back to the story above, the lady is a Muslim and 
unwilling to convert. The guy is a Christian and unwilling to 
convert. She asked, "me zamu yi ne? (What are we going to 
do?). He responded, "leaving what I love (you) for what I love 
(my faith) is a painful decision I have to make. They cried.

I have been in such a situation, I wrote about it in my book, My 
Opinion.
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If you speak Hausa language, you will definitely know what 
"dan sanda" means. For the sake of this content, I will like to 
use it differently.
I want to talk to young ladies specifically, and everyone 
generally. The society places certain demands on every one of 
us at different times, age and generation. Try as much as we 
may to deviate from these written or unwritten demands cum 
laws, we still somehow find ourselves entangled with them 
directly or indirectly.

One of such demands on ladies is early marriage. It is a 
beautiful and lovely thing if it comes your way early. In many 
quarters, there is an expectation that a lady should marry 
before age 30. Some ladies even place such expectation on 
themselves. You will hear, "I must leave my Papa house 
before 30 by force by fire". This is not unconnected to the 
societal demands, so before people start asking, a lot of ladies 
do the needful themselves. Marriage is beautiful, at least, so I 
heard from those who are enjoying it. Young lady, calm down. 
Don't go and start doing special package and kayan mata 
because you are desperate.

Furthermore, avoid all these sons of stick that you are rolling 
with. Because he is your boyfriend, you cannot pick another 
guy's call, you cannot relate freely with male, he concludes 
that you must be sleeping with them, even if they are 
colleagues or family. Are you not dating a son of stick?

Son of Sck (D Sda)
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He raised his hand to hit you once when you guys had an 
argument, and you are giving excuses on his behalf, "I got him 
angry", blaming yourself for his weakness. Some have even 
slapped you and you still rigmarole around him, suffering 
and smiling. All this because you want to land a Mr. Right? A 
son of stick? Someone that will give you gbas-gbos at any 
slight provocation.

Another side to these demands and resulting desperation is 
marrying a total "stranger". He just came home for Christmas, 
because he came from the abroad, he proposed and you get 
married. I am not saying some marriages don't happen that 
way, they do. But you are desperate, you think you are at the 
stage that anybody should just come and put a ring on your 
finger, just anybody. Calm down, there is no latecomer in 
marriage.
The society needs to learn to accept that people need to marry 
at their time and not just as a social obligation. We need to 
learn to see young ladies of ages 30, 35 and even 40 and look at 
how productive and relevant they are rather than their 
marital status. That it happened for many at 25 does not mean 
it cannot happen for them at 40. Stop asking people "when 
will you get married", as if when they bring invitation, you 
will  say;  take some money. Stop connecting and 
matchmaking people for marriage, they will blame you for it if 
it doesn't work. Don't go and rush and marry a son of stick that 
will be hitting you blue-black.
I know there are also "daughters of stick", that is a talk for 
another day.

Son of Sck (D Sda)
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I went to the market once to get some food supplies after a 
very long time I visited the market in person as I mostly have 
people to help out with that task. I went to the market with 
two bags (popularly called poly bag) thinking it's a "long fuse" 
and I will come back with plenty stuffs since I took "plenty 
money", or so I thought.

I got to the market and I was dazed. The prices of almost every 
item I intend to buy have increased. Realizing what was 
happening, I went to get the major things on the list since it's 
becoming obvious that my "plenty money" will not be able to 
purchase all that I have on my list.

Men and brethren, by the time I was left with just money for 
bike back home, I was only able to fill a bag. I was not 
wondering if I misplaced money, no I wasn't. Prices of the 
items have increased beyond what I used to know. That was 
how I returned with a full bag and an empty one. I thought I 
went with a long fuse money, I came back with a "short fuse" 
item.

In January 2021, the exchange rate between Dollars and the 
Naira became all-time high and worrisome. Around the 
1980s, I saw how the Nigerian Naira had more value than the 
US Dollars. Then, it began to fall, till date. A major reason was 
the gradual disappearance of companies from Nigeria to 
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neighboring countries or their home land and the multiplier 
effect on our economy ever since. Some of these companies 
are Peugeot Automobile Nigeria (PAN) here in Kaduna 
which I know very well. Many deserted companies dot 
Kakuri Industrial area, Kaduna. Textiles, Automobiles, Food 
processing, Metals, etc.  It has caused the inevitable 
disappearance of the prestigious middle class families that 
was the pride of the society in the 1980s. Someone once said, “I 
doubt if any child born after the 1980s really enjoyed a 
working Nigeria”.

A lot of the actions that brought us to our present state as a 
nation can be traced to many administrations, administrators, 
individuals, government officials, bad economic policies of 
many administrations, etc. But these offices don't run 
themselves; they are manned by people who have contributed 
to the state that we find ourselves as a nation. We are quick to 
point accusing fingers to others, but have also contributed in a 
way to where we are. I was returning home once along the 
popular Kawo Bridge in Kaduna State. It is under 
construction, there was plenty bad portions on the road, so it 
is a regular spot for traffic jam. An immigration ambulance 
was also in the traffic, and decided to put on its siren midway. 
It was obvious there was no patient on board, many people 
ignored them. The bus I was in refused to give way and they 
made effort to harass him. Ordinary Nigerians like 
themselves. When government officials pass in long 
motorcades what do we say? When it is our turn, what do we 
do?
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The statement above is very probable line in love 
relationships gone sour. Most people tend to blame their ex 
(es) - a former partner in a love relationship. It is an easy thing 
to do, and to most people no matter the circumstances that 
surrounded a break up, they will always blame their former 
partner and call him/her a devil. "Talk is cheap".
Most adult before agreeing to marry their spouse have been in 
a former relationship that they hoped will lead to marriage, 
but it did not. Some break ups are mutually agreed, some on 
medical grounds, some because of uncertainties and some are 
selfish. No matter what necessitates a break up, it is not a 
palatable experience. No matter how bad the partner turns 
out to be, they were once sweethearts. But some people do not 
handle break ups properly at all. They curse, they trail, they 
harm, they stalk and some even go diabolical against the 
former partner.

People have different capacities and handle things 
differently. Break ups are not easy though. Again, some wish 
their former partner evil. It is not a guarantee that evil will 
befall them, all those naked-cursing, ill wishes and deep 
hatred might not have a hold on them, you are not God. It 
doesn't also mean that they have lost a "blessing" because they 
broke up with you. They also carry blessings and will meet 
blessed people moving forward.

A positive person should see their break up as a "blessing". 
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Yes, an opportunity to be with another person. Peradventure 
the previous relationship was abusive, you now know better 
and have a knowledge of what not to tolerate in the new 
relationship. Even if yours was a lovey-dovey relationship 
and you still broke up, it is also a blessing to be with another 
human. You now know how people behave and react to 
issues. You can understand human behavior and differences 
with those experiences.

When people handle break ups bitterly, they cut off 
communications, they become sworn enemies and loathe 
each other. They cut off ties with the circle of the former 
partner in the name of "I'm moving on". Some of these people 
in your former relationships or circle know you very well and 
can be of great help later. They know your competencies and 
can easily recommend you, but no, you now have a new 
"sweetheart", everybody can go to hell.

A lot of new partners or spouses have deliberately or by 
subtlety shut down communication of their present partners 
from their former circle, that is insecurity. These people can 
recommend you for a job or contract. They can even 
recommend your partner, but how will they know if you or 
your partner needs a job or a change of job when you don't 
want to have anything to do with a "devil". Imagine you walk 
into an interview room and recognized one of the 
interviewers as your ex, but you are still bitter and now you 
doubt if he/she will not assess you with same bitterness. I saw 
a meme on Facebook recently of an interview, if the 
interviewer was an ex, he/she will ask you to mention 10 
Indian biscuits.  Just be going home. The "son of stick" is still 
bitter.

Whichever way, a break up is a blessing, it is not even in 
disguise in this case, it is staring at you in the face.

"Yo Ex ()  a dev”... Blow m/r
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In the 1990s to the early 2000s, there was a comic sensation 
especially in the South Western part of Nigeria; he was a 
compere, radio host and a stand up comedian per excellence. 
He was a regular radio host with Segun Fagboro, his name is 
Gbenga Adeboye. This man was so talented and was a regular 
host of events by State governments in most of Southwest 
Nigeria. He was rumored to have died and came back to life, 
he eventually died in the year 2003, never to come back. 
Reports had it that the then Lagos State governor, Asiwaju 
Bola Ahmed Tinubu took up his medical bills and did all to 
save his life in his last days, but like the popular slogan on 
some hospital walls; "we care, only God heals", Gbenga was 
never to recover, he left for the great beyond. I know I have 
taken some people down memory lane. If I have not, just stay 
with me. Don't leave me.

There was a comic character in most of his radio shows, Itu 
Baba Ita. He told a story of how Itu's son Ejire came back from 
school before closing hours. He asked what happened. Ejire 
said he got into a fight with a female teacher and he was 
suspended by the Principal. Itu asked, “I hope the teacher was 
also suspended”? Ejire said no. Itu said what nonsense, this is 
a case of "two fighting", why should one be suspended and the 
other spared? He went to the school with his son Ejire, on 
getting to the school the next day, it was assembly time, Ejire 
went to stay on JSS Two line, Itu said, are you mad? Can't you 
see where those who are of same height with you are 
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assembled? Ejire said, that's SS Two Baba. Itu said go there, 
you are hereby promoted with immediate effect. Itu said can 
you see how there is good in evil, my son was suspended, now 
he has got multiple promotion. He asked the principal, do you 
have an objection? The Principal smiled and said no. He dare 
not, Itu is an area father, and a serial nuisance in the area.

Almost all of us have had a fight at some point, some just 
words of mouth, others used their fist. After the fight, that is 
when you will be regretting all the Kong Fu skills you did not 
use, how you should have given your opponent an upper cut 
to get that flawless victory. If it is a fight of words, you will be 
like, I should have called her ashawo, or body shame her 
maybe it will pain her more. That thing can pain, you feel like 
calling for a re-fight. The worst is when you are asked to 
explain what happened immediately after the fight, oh God, 
you will see river Niger of tears. Premium tears. I know you 
can relate.

As a primary school pupil, I once got into a fight with a girl. A 
strong Fulani girl. I know how notorious that girl was in 
fighting and always winning, male or female. You know in 
those days, a sign of victory was that you fed your opponent 
with sand. That was that girl's trademark. I made sure I 
avoided her by all means. Then this fateful day, we got into a 
fight. She beat "dan iska" out of me and fed me with sand. I got 
up, tried to keep my cool, I didn't feel bad because I was not 
the first boy she was beating up. A teacher came and asked us 
to explain what happened, I legit kept quiet, I don't want to 
cry. It was her turn to talk, she bursted into tears. Men and 
brethren, that was how I won that fight, at least to people that 
were not present when she fed me sand. Since that day, I don't 
fight.

In adult life, most of us will be proud to say we have not 
fought in 10, 15 or even 20 years. When we see adults pulling 
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off shirts to fight, we say; "it cannot be me". It is easy to say. 
May we not be provoked more than we can endure. 
Conductors and passengers, commuters and other road users, 
Landlords and tenants, these are regular fight on our streets 
daily. You will be hearing; "do you know who I am? I will deal 
with you". I was on a bank queue once and a quarrel broke out, 
Uncle was shouting; "do you know who I am?" Someone 
replied from the back, "Oga, you are nobody and there is 
nothing you can do. People who are somebody will not be 
here on queue with us, see them walking to the bulk room 
with big Ghana must go full of cash". Everyone had a good 
laugh. Some people will be able to walk away no matter the 
insult and provocation. Some people will want to prove a 
point. I don't blame them.

In life and our pursuit, we regularly have a fight within us. 
Our will, our desire, our heart, our emotion, our gut are 
constantly at war. Should I do this? Should I take this risk? 
Should I date this person? Should I get physical with this 
person? Should I pay for this thing? Should I make that 
journey? Should I marry X, Y, Z? A whole lot. We go ahead 
with some of such decisions, some we didn't. In either case, we 
are grateful a times and also regret a times. You are not alone. 
Mistakes are made here and forgiveness is received here, not 
in heaven. Count your blessings, analyze your mistakes and 
move on. Don't dwell on the business deal that didn't go 
through, the application that you were not invited, the love 
interest that said no. Move on, check out the next shop, write 
another one, ask another person out. We move.
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I walked through a path once, a portion of the road was bad 
because rain had affected it. A woman was walking behind 
me, she missed her step and fell. She said loudly, "I talk am, I 
feel am for my body". We rushed to her aid, helped her up and 
told her sorry.

I once heard of the story of a man who was on a queue to buy 
fuel. A very long queue. He endured the scorching heat and 
the discomfort of staying on the queue. He got to the fuel 
pump, it was his turn and the pump attendant announced, 
"Oga, fuel don finish". The man shouted, "I knew it, anytime it 
is my turn, things always finishes, ATM queue, sharing of 
food, drinks or gift in a ceremony. I knew it".

During Nigeria's 60th Independence Day celebration, I came 
across a comment by someone. The person said, "Anyone who 
is over 40 years should forget a new Nigeria where things will 
work. That struggle should be left for the younger 
generations".

All the scenarios above are not strange to you. Yes, I know. It is 
a battle we all fight in our minds. Show me a winner in life, 
they won first in their minds. Show me a loser in life, they lost 
first in their minds. They gave up too quickly, they got tired of 
waiting and hoping. They forgot that, "when there is life, there 
is hope". The events of our life are most times played out first 
in our mind.
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Your mind is your goldmine. You must take it seriously. Do 
not be tired. Do not lose faith. Do not give up. Do not lose the 
battle in your mind, for if you do, you have lost everything. 
When the evil thought comes, they are not inevitable, negate 
them, replace them with a positive thought, declare silently 
under your breathe or even loudly that "I am a winner, I 
cannot lose in life". As you strive through that business, 
career, relationship, education, family and personal life, win 
in your mind. When you have a premonition that your action 
might go bad or that something evil is lurking around, do not 
settle for it until it happens only to end up to say, "I knew it". 
You knew it, you had a feeling about it. That is God's way of 
warning you. What did you do about it? You could have 
stayed back at home, you could have changed your path, you 
could have fought the thought and declare your victory in life.
 In all your winnings, win the battle of your mind.
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The operation of a place, a home, an organization or a business 
is mostly run on some certain principles. Some are general 
and others are peculiar. For example, in a business place, 
everyone is expected to pay for their goods irrespective of 
who they are to the employer or employees. I have been to a 
fuel station once, the manager was a known person. He 
wanted to do us a favour, so he came over to the pump to greet 
and asked how much fuel we were buying. We told him. He 
brought out his personal money and paid the attendant. I 
understand that even though he wanted to do us- his church 
members a favour, he didn't do it at the detriment of the 
business he oversees. He paid for it himself and it will only 
look like he gave out a monetary gift even if the commodity 
was his. This is an example of a principle that governs a 
business place.

Again, I have been to homes where they ask you not to sit on a 
particular sofa, it is the father's position. So, whether he is 
around or not that principle is upheld. Some other cases in 
homes are how chores are distributed. In some homes, there 
are gender specific chores, while in others, everybody does 
everything. These are principles.

I once heard of a husband who threatened to divorce his wife 
over what he called a "lie". The wife had once been 
electrocuted with their baby in hand while using an electrical 
appliance. Safe for God's intervention, the woman and the 
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baby might have been killed. Since then, there was an 
unwritten agreement that the wife must NOT touch any 
electrical appliance. It will be the sole responsibility of the 
husband to do so. From boiling ring, electric cooker, ironing, 
changing phase or starting the generator. Life moved on.

One day she had visitors, her family actually. There was no 
power and in an attempt to keep them lively and make them 
enjoy their stay, she put on the generator and did switch over 
of phase from the power company to generator. It went well, 
no problem. Thank God. The husband returned with the 
generator still running. He asked and she told him she was the 
one that put it on. He was enraged that she broke their 
unwritten agreement, she was disobedient, she put her life at 
risk, she didn't learn from the past, she was not smart and all 
sorts in a raised voice. The wife's family members who were 
still around tried to intervene, but he gave them their share of 
the insult, like a man with a short fuse. While the wife tried to 
plead with him to be calm and thank God nothing happened, 
he said, "now pack your things and follow your family 
members back home, I cannot live with a woman that lies". 
According to him, she made a lie by not staying true to their 
unwritten agreement.

The above story might look extreme to some, but to many I 
know it is not. Inside life. Across our dealings with people, we 
come across very disciplined and principled people. Spouses, 
employees, employers, lecturers, business people and many 
more. While I was in the University many years ago, I know a 
lecturer who said; "I prefer to give you a thousand naira 
(N1,000) than one mark". There are people like that all around 
us. I have worked with a man who tells you the exact amount 
of a product on the phone, if you still come in person, you will 
hear the same thing. He said; "I don't want headache, I tell you 
the exact price, if you are not buying, try the next shop. Even if 
my father comes, that's the price he will get it. If I ever give him 
a discount, it is from my personal money, I will complete it.”
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In our society, we mostly call principled people "wicked". In 
our schools, offices and business places. Some of them have 
grown thick skin and will never give in to any blackmail. But 
anyone who doesn't have a set of basic operational principle 
will be known for nothing. I used to know of a woman long 
ago. She once lived in the US. You dare not visit her without 
calling, she won't allow you in. If you called that you are 
coming and you didn't say you are bringing company, she 
will only serve one person. It is now left for you to share it, eat 
alone, or give your guest. She doesn't care. Her brother once 
came from the village without calling, she turned him back 
and said he was not in her budget for the month. She was that 
strict. She was known for that and everybody began to play by 
her rules.

If you are not known for anything, then anything goes. Some 
people are known for coming early to events. Some, for so 
many other things. What are you known for as a principle? In 
all, we must be moderate and be humane. We should be 
compassionate and give room for human inadequacies. That 
is why we are humans and not robots. The "principles" were 
created for us- to help us navigate through life. We are not 
created for the principles to be Lord over us.
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Everyone of us look forward to having what we call free time. 
A time away from work and all the cares of this world. We 
look forward to the "me time".  Everyone seeks a more flexible 
work schedule as it is becoming more desirable to shift away 
from a 9-5 job and become your own boss.
Free time is good as much as one can afford it. Sometimes, the 
free time is not actually "free". It becomes a trap.
When I was in the University several years ago, some of my 
friends in another department were doing as little as three 
courses that semester, when my department- Physics was 
doing ten. We were stretched, attended long lectures, had 
plenty assignments to do, ate little and still have to read by the 
end of most days to catch up.

Our friends from Computer department had time. It was the 
time of 2go, a mobile app, they were always online. They had 
time to cook beans. Their lectures were like twice a week, if at 
all. There was no pile of assignments and all. A complete 
opposite of what we were doing. Of course, we envied them. 
We were "suffering". They had “free time”.

They played video games. Reading was postponed severally. 
"Shebi na three courses", small thing. Weeks turns into 
months and exam came.

When result came out, a good number of those offering three 
courses failed and those that passed did with poor grades. 
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They had "free time". We on the other hand who offered ten 
courses passed very well.

A guy in my neighborhood works from morning till night in 
town. He leaves home very early and returns late in the night. 
He had no free time. He wanted one. He felt the boss was 
"using" him and to make the boss stop using him, he stopped 
going to work. He was now a regular guy in the 
neighborhood, he has "free" time now. I later heard that he got 
a lady pregnant.

In the office, you will notice that when you have piles of work 
to do and targets to meet, you do them with precision and on 
time. Then, the days or weeks when you have less work and a 
supposed "free" time, you drag and procrastinate. That little 
task is postponed till the next day and the next week. 
Something you would have done in one hour on a very busy 
day.

Watch it when you have free time, watch it when you want to 
have a "me time". In the Bible, King David's "free" time led him 
to adultery and murder. Your mind CANNOT be idle, give it 
work to do, or it will wander.
Watch your "free" time. Are they really free?
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In basic social studies, family is defined as the basic unit of the 
society. A group of families forms a community, local 
government, state and a country. We are an ambassador of 
our families to the larger society. If we know this, we will be 
more deliberate in our responsibilities to our community.

In some homes, gossip and hatred are encouraged. They talk 
about people in bad light, whether true or not. The children 
grew up with that mindset and a nuisance to everyone. Some 
are always suspicious of others and expect the worst of 
people.

When it comes to marriage, there are clash of ideals. A family 
is wondering why another is doing something. It is strange to 
them, it does not mean any of them are correct. You will hear, 
"this is the way it is done in our place". Then you are 
handicapped.

Every individual is a product of a family. When people know 
that we owe to our society more, I believe they will put in 
more effort in becoming better. When you think that a 
son/daughter will end up meeting another person in school, 
market, business, places of worship and have an emotional 
relationship that might lead to marriage, we can do better 
with the broader picture in mind.
We hear funny scenarios every now and then of badly raised 
individuals. A thorn in the flesh to the partner, colleagues, 
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organization and society at large. A bad ambassador of a 
family or in extreme cases, a tribe. There are other well raised 
and well behaved people, we smile and are grateful. It is 
contagious- the smile.

In Yoruba language, there is a word called akóògbà. Akóògbà 
is a child that was taught, taken care of and nurtured, but 
turns out an exact opposite- a nuisance. These are mostly the 
exceptions.
The pressure and the decay in our societies can be addressed if 
every family owes a greater allegiance to the society. Do well, 
you are an ambassador of your family and nation.  When you 
have a bad encounter with a Yoruba man, you will think that 
is how the Yoruba nation behaves. It is our general tendencies. 
It is easy.

You owe a greater responsibility to the nation and the human 
race. You are from here, stop behaving like you are from 
Jupiter.
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The famous British ship, Titanic made its maiden and only 
voyage on 14th April, 1912. The route was from Southampton 
to New York. It never arrived; the ship sank just after 
midnight of 15th April, 1912. Out of the 2,224 passengers 
onboard, 1,500 of them died. This story is common in movies, 
novels, newspapers and many other outlets for its frequent 
mention and regular lessons taught from it. I know the Titanic 
story is not strange to you.

The news of the Titanic ship sinking shook the world, and just 
about five days after the ship sank, a "I would have been 
onboard" club was formed and 118,337 people said they 
missed death on the ship, a ship whose capacity was just 
about 3500 people. I know some of the "I just missed death" on 
the Titanic ship club would go to a religious gathering the 
following Sunday, give a testimony of how God delivered 
them from death. How they got delayed by an attention 
seeking child or spouse, how the cab they took wasted time, 
how they were stuck in traffic not knowing that "all things 
work together for good". E sweet na, everybody go like catch 
cruise.
A ship of about 3500 capacity.

In journalism, a story is said to be news worthy when it is 
bizarre, strange, out of the ordinary, sometimes negative or 
biased. That is why news of death spreads faster. When 
someone dies, everyone automatically "just spoke with them 

CHAPTER

33

 Tc Afrmh

80



last night".
When you see the news that a man bites a dog, you will 
quickly click. You will be thinking, is the man a lunatic, is he a 
carnivore, is it diabolical, who witnessed it, is there a video? 
But the news of a dog biting a man is normal. It happens 
almost every day. It doesn't tickle your ears and doesn't put 
your mind to work.

Young man/woman, content creator and creative minds, that 
is the reason why your last book launch was attended by only 
your family members- nuclear family members. You put out 
publicity, shared invitations, met some personally, they 
assured you of their presence. The launch day came, all of 
them "almost came". One story to the other, they almost came, 
but they didn't.

Your battle is different, your strategies cannot be normal. You 
are possible. Know the things that gives you fulfillment, make 
sure it is not attached to things outside of your control- 
weather, people, events, etc. Know this and know peace.

Live life and glow. The essence of your life should be joy and 
bliss. Life is simple, don't complicate it. Have expectations, 
don't be unrealistic. A lot of people will be angry and agitated 
at things that they cannot control.

You have an appointment on a rainy day, the rain is not 
stopping and you are paranoid. How? What will you do? 
Chill, take tea and sleep. Or do you want to sue God for 
"ruining" your day?
Your are in a traffic and angry. A gridlock is not pleasant, but 
why worry if you can do anything? Will you fly with your car 
out of the jam? If no, then chill and let time pass.
Continue to be genuine, some might say you are pretending. 
They have never met sincere people, they suspect everything, 
even little acts of kindness. That's what we have degenerated 
into. Live life.
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There are plenty things to say about you, but you have to die 
first. That's when we will know the 1001 people that "almost 
called you, that almost visited you, that had premonition to 
check on you". People will miss you forever and then you will 
"blow" and become famous. But before that day comes, live 
and glow.
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In Christianity, a popular story around Christmas is the story 
of the wise men that brought a gift of gold, frankincense and 
myrrh to Jesus. These gifts signifies his kingship, priestly role 
and the prediction of his death respectively (Matthew 1:18-
25).

In many narrations, a lot of people report it as "three wise 
men". The Bible didn't mention three wise men, the name 
probably stuck because they brought three gifts. This is a very 
common assumption in our society today.

In Nigeria in particular, a lot of assumptions have lasted for 
many generations. Some were passed down by words of 
mouth and some have become unofficially institutionalized. 
These assumptions have made us enemies of ourselves and 
have heightened our suspicion level. In Yoruba language, we 
call them "fabu", I think the English adopted it and calls it 
fallacy. Some fallacies were told so well it began to look real 
after many generations with various variations.

During the reign of Chief Obafemi Awolowo and shortly after 
his death, the man looked larger than life. He was held in high 
esteem and he still is as evident in the progressive group in 
South West Nigeria and his dress pattern and trademark 
glasses. One of such is that some people said they saw the 
picture of Awolowo in the moon at night. Another was when 
assassins came to his home, Awolowo was said to have 
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transformed into a baby with mucous running down his nose. 
He told the assassins that his parents were not around and 
that was how he escaped death. I know some of you have 
heard these stories and you are laughing.

I once heard a story of an Ilorin Iman when I was in the 
University. Some people said he will be in Nigeria, but he 
performs the Friday congregational prayers in Saudi Arabia 
every week. A lot of people corroborated this story and many 
more.
Another popular national one was how the Nigerian national 
team played a football match against India, it end 99-0 in 
favour of India. When our team gets to their goal post, the ball 
will turn into an animal or object. One of our players, Samuel 
Okparaji was said to have gotten angry and kicked the ball 
that turned into a stone, he fell and die. This incident led to the 
eventual suspension of India from international football, 
that's why you don't see India in football competitions. It adds 
up right?

In Nigeria, you hear some beer parlour stories in hush tones 
around our societies. Some are Calabar girls are good in bed, 
Yoruba people are dirty, Hausa people are illiterate, Igbira 
people are wicked, Ijebu people are stingy, Igbo people are 
diabolic, Yoruba people are munafiki (hypocrite), the Tivs 
give their wives to their guest as part of entertainment, all men 
are cheat, etc.
Some of these stories were one person experience with a 
tribe's man. This CANNOT be used as a general judgment. 
There are good and bad people in every tribe and ethnic 
group.

I know some of you also told or believed these stories at some 
point. If the story of the “three wise men” is still prevalent 
today, many assumptions and fallacies will still find their way 
to the homes and minds of many in generations to come.
 A lie will never become true no matter how popular it is.
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"This life I can't kill myself o, allow me to flex o" is a popular 
Nigerian Pop song by Timaya. If we can research and dig deep 
many generations down, we will find a Yoruba man in his 
lineage. Those are the words of a bonafide Yoruba man, a 
Lagosian, especially every weekend. That is by the way 
anyway.

The life that we live is in different stages and personal. Take 
for example, the Yar'Adua's family and my family, we are not 
at different level of education and affluence, but still find a 
way to enjoy and appreciate life. I am not sure, but the 
Yar'Adua family is educated (formal education to a 
University degree) to the last five generation at least, my 
family is not. This is not to demean my family, just for 
illustration purpose. This is common across the world, but 
everyone everywhere has a way of maximizing life.

The shoe maker can still go to Kawo Tuesday market and get 
something decent to buy for N500 and prepare a meal and a 
minister of the federal republic can have lunch in Transcorp 
Hilton for N100, 000. Everybody can enjoy life at their level. If 
you understand this, you will have serenity.

When a Corp member post pictures on social media, some 
people wonder and say, "are you the first person to serve? I 
served in 1990 when allawee was N3, 500, yen, yen, yen". If 
only you understand what big deal that is to that young Corp 
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member. To some, it is normal. A family that everyone is a 
graduate might not see it as a big deal. But, that young Corp 
member is the first to serve in about 3 generations, so you can't 
understand his joy.

Take another example of a Yoruba Muslim woman, who went 
to Saudi Arabia to perform Hajj and was the first person to do 
so in all her clan as long as she can remember. To some 
families, it is a normal thing to attend Hajj yearly, they go 
without any fanfare. It is now normal. Don't blame the Alhaja 
when she shutdown your street, slaughter a cow and throw a 
three days non-stop party, you can't understand the family's 
joy. No, you can't.

I once read a story of how a man blasts music from his car 
stereo on his way from work daily from his beaten down 
Toyota Corolla. When asked why he does that? He 
responded, "this car na like Jeep to me o, my Papa no even get 
bicycle till he die". That is the same Abuja where you see cars 
of different brands and some of these politicians' sons come to 
do car drift with new vehicles, damage them and go pick 
another one from the garage.

A young couple just got married, a Christian wedding. The 
young man is so excited. He cannot remember anyone 
without a polygamous marriage in his lineage, he desired to 
be married to just one wife as the scripture demands. He has 
achieved his desires, he moves around with his wife 
everywhere, they hold hands on the street and share loved up 
pictures on social media, all you can say is "e go soon tire una, 
naso we sef take start". You don't understand the young 
man's joy. No, you can't understand.

Take joy in every triumph and celebrate every victory. Testify 
to God's goodness, shout it aloud. Blow your trumpet, 
nobody will do so for you. Appreciate God for every 
milestone of success.
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When you see people rolling on the flow in thanksgiving, 
when you see people do things in a different way from you, 
when people buy as 'little' as a new mattress and post on social 
media, try and understand where they are coming from. If 
you don't, then don't conclude that they are "showing off" or 
flaunting what they just acquired. It might be too private for 
you, not them. When people post their families on social and 
you don't, it does not mean that you are right and they are 
wrong, "to every Mallam his kettle". (African Proverbs).
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I once saw an advertisement for a sales boy and a sales girl 
positions. The sales boy will be paid N20, 000 and the sales girl 
will be paid N25, 000. I don't know the reason behind this, the 
potential employer might have reasons for this, but I have 
something to say.

First, there are other details that are not clear. The potential 
sales boy/girl will have to find out when he/she contact the 
organization.
For some decades now, the emphasis has been on the female 
child. Girl child education, movement against female genital 
mutilation, educating a girl child is educating a nation, etc. 
These efforts are laudable and have yielded tremendous 
results.

The efforts were to empower, enlighten and give equal rights 
and opportunities to the female child like her male 
counterparts. But, there is a systemic sidelining of the male 
child gradually. From homes where they receive less amount 
of financial allowance compared to their female siblings (she 
has to buy pad, make up kits and the likes are always the 
excuses), to companies that now prefer female applicants to 
male dominated niches. I once saw a vacancy for an engineer 
and it was boldly written, "preferably female". To start with, 
what it is the ratio of female to male engineering students in 
Nigerian tertiary institutions?
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This is not a protest or an ill feeling against the female gender. 
It is a call to action. Take for instance the way we put in many 
attention to raise the female child; well behaved, good cook 
and a home keeper. The male child is left mostly unattended, 
"he can take care of himself" is our silent defense. These same 
male marry these ladies we have so trained and any little 
misunderstanding in the marriage, the focus is more on her. 
You will hear, "be more patient and tolerant". What happened 
to telling the same to the male folks?

Give equal opportunities, no preferential treatment.

Again, with respect to the illustrations above, some 
employers deliberately hire the female gender to flirt in the 
market place. This is why you see more female vacancies for 
sales position than male. The market place is a war front, 
people fight it differently. In the case where a male is 
compelled to return a flirtatious gesture, it looks like a 
conquest in some quarters and this is one of the reasons we 
have many unreported cases of male abuse.

In general, many of those in the lower social strata, who work 
in places they cannot afford to live or shop, are prone to 
always want to "take". They work in Maitama, Asokoro and 
Central area. They come from Nyanya, One Man Village and 
Masaka. In Kaduna, they work in Ungwan Rimi, Barnawa and 
Malali GRA. They come from Mando, Gonin Gora and Rigasa. 
That's why you always hear, "Oga find us something” in 
airports, “wetin dey for your boys” on the road and a 
tendency to "take, steal or obtain" when you dull.

For school owners and Parents, you can do well to gradually 
upgrade and make the life of your staff better. This is 
especially for schools in high brow areas. Where do majority 
of your children's teacher live? Are they not going to rub off on 
your children negatively eventually? Is the "teacher" in parent 
teachers' association (PTA) actually relevant in the equation? 
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You can make a housing package, car package and even 
wardrobe package, subsidized and systematically deducted 
from salary. Let majority of your staff members look like what 
you offer/sell.

There will be bad eggs, who don't want to change, whose 
mind is backward and are adverse to progress, they want to 
always "take" and be pitied, always ranting and regretting 
how life is "unfair" to them. Plan their exit, take them out. This 
applies to many businesses.

Everyone wants to move up the social ladder. Be patient and 
continue to be truthful. I was reading a book once, the author 
said one of the ways to make money is to steal (cheat) it from 
those who have it. This will be against any wholesome value. I 
know you don't want that.

Let me stop here... This thing keeps flowing... It keeps coming.
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Success means different things to different people, in career, 
marriage, finance, relationship and general livelihood. For 
someone who is sick, it could be a little improvement today, 
tomorrow and the day after until full recovery. It is getting 
better than yesterday in every endeavour.

So, when you ask someone, take a permanent secretary of a 
federal ministry for example to tell you the secret of his/her 
success, be ready to write a book on the things they will say. It 
is a journey of their life, challenges, promotions failures and 
relocation when they are just getting their way around the 
previous location. They will start from their experience of the 
Nigerian civil war, the part they were, the people they lost, 
how their starting salary was N5 and many more stories that 
can't be pointed to a singular success factor.

Again, if you ask a business person to share his/her success 
secret, then you are in for a whole day of revelations. They will 
share their days of loss, loans and competition and how some 
had to change a line of trade completely to stay in business.

Furthermore, take a University Professor for example, when 
you ask him/her to share their success secret, they will take a 
deep breath and the story will start. Their days as a graduate 
assistant, to assistant lecturer, to ASUU struggle and many 
others.
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When we meet people and tell them, "Bros, show me the way 
na" and they respond by telling you, "my brother, na God o", 
don't be surprised.

Out of a pure conscience, many people make this statement, to 
be shown the way to succeed and the "successful person's" 
responce is also a sincere reply. Most times, people take 
offences at such response, with a feeling of the successful 
person not being sympathetic. It is not his/her fault, where do 
they start from?

Take a young man for example, whose uncle asks him to come 
to the office. On his way, he had a casual chat with a fellow 
passenger and they exchanged contacts. In the elevator to the 
Uncle's floor, he had a conversation with someone, he didn't 
know the person, they just spoke and he says, I do XYZ 
business, they exchanged contacts and he made his way to the 
uncle's office.

When he got to the office, the uncle was in a meeting with his 
superiors, he had to wait in the waiting room. When the uncle 
was through, he escorted his superiors to the waiting room 
and saw his nephew waiting. The uncle beckoned on him, to 
his superiors, "this is my Nephew, Isaac. He studied Physics 
and currently works as an educator and a content creator for 
online platforms, he has a book in print and he is a promising 
young man". The nephew greeted, the superiors are glad to 
meet him. One of them has a school, he collected the nephew's 
number and wants him to do something on the school's 
website. They returned to the office, "how is your Dad and 
Mum, hope you are doing well for yourself? Don't worry, I 
didn't forget you, our office is not recruiting yet".

Several months later, the young man has got a lot of things to 
do for the people he met on his way to his Uncle's office. He 
has a bright countenance, he is hopeful and whether the Uncle 
eventually lands him the job or not, he is doing well, he has big 
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clients and by the recommendation of many, he is now a go-
to- person for similar jobs and gigs. He felt he doesn't even 
need a paid job anymore, he establishes a company.
When you ask him, "Bros, show me the way na" years later, he 
will still tell you, "my brother, na God o". How do you want 
him to start? Is it the man he met in the taxi, who has given him 
several contracts and referred him because he delivers or the 
Uncle for putting in words for him when it matters or the 
many times he has returned to the Uncle's office, not to 
necessarily see the Uncle now, but as a consultant and trainer 
in his Uncle's office? We can go on and on.

Young person, be hopeful. Do that which you currently do 
with all your best. It might not be your ultimate goal, but "who 
entrusts wealth into your hands if you are not faithful in the 
little that you are currently involved"?. Do not despise 
anyone, "king makers don't look like kings" most a times. A 
l i t t le  effort  here and there,  a  word of  favour,  a 
recommendation, a referral might be all you need. Don't be a 
vagabond who no one can trust in your search for money, 
don't be dubious and without integrity. Don't despise 
relationships, you will need them when you least expect. 
Keep valuable contact, don't burn bridges, you might have to 
use them later on in life.
Our journey in this life is interconnected, no man is an island. 
We need people to do for us what we cannot do for ourselves 
no matter our level in life.
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One thing that endeared me to my Dad's heart forever was 
how he began to trust me. When I was in the University, I will 
come home and show him my school fees' receipt, the exact 
money I collected from him, all my four sessions in the 
University. My Dad will smile and say that's good.
One major demand I made in the University was in my final 
year. I asked for N30, 000 to undertake and finish my project. I 
studied Physics in my first degree, I did underground water 
survey (Geophysics). I worked with an Engineer at Kebbi 
State Water Board, so that was a fair amount to ask for. He has 
heard how some students collect 100k, 150k for project, he was 
happy to give. I have never made such a "huge" demand.

When I return home for Semester breaks, he will ask why I 
don't demand for money for "acceptance fee, handouts, 
accommodation (I stayed on Campus all through), clothes 
and many more" like other children of his friends do. Some of 
them have collected money for Encyclopedia and Geo-gra-
phy separately not minding their parents' source of income. 
Some even collect school fee every semester.

My Dad was a wood merchant in the popular Kaduna 
Panteka Timber market. He has many children to cater for, I 
couldn't be so insensitive. He is trying his best, he is paying 
our fees and taking care of the home front. I became a trusted 
child, forever.
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Most students do such things because they want to level-up in 
school and look larger than life. You are competing with 
people whose parents can completely afford anything 
without them extorting their parents, children whose price of 
shoe is your own family's monthly income.

Your Mum who is a pepper seller or your Dad who is a taxi 
driver is dutiful to the best of their ability, don't be insensitive.
Peer pressure is another thing that is making young people 
untrue to themselves and tripping over. Many want to wear 
Gucci or Fendi or use the latest iPhone. You are competing 
with children whose parents' allowance is the cost of a plot of 
land in your part of town. Don't be unrealistic.
Thanks to Aba boys, there is replica of those things in the 
market. But, you don't have to "fake it till you make it".
You might think, after all they are my parents; "I am not 
stealing from anybody". No, you are sowing a seed and it is a 
wrong seed.

You will rise up the social strata ladder, you will become more 
than you are now. Help will come, lifting will come and it will 
not be long. "To thyself, stay true".
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Read the parable of the sower; a farmer set out very early to 
sow seeds, on his way, few fell on the road path, few fell on a 
rocky surface, few fell among thorns and few fell in a fertile 
soil. You can guess the output of each of these seeds, this is 
due to the environment in which they fell. The parable above 
was lifted from the Bible.

The environment of anything, including humans will go a 
long way to determine its success and efficiency. As seen in 
the parable above, a seed will yield a good harvest only if it is 
planted in a fertile soil, a favourable environment.

Another example is when street lights or other social 
amenities are erected,  the environment in which they are 
situated will mostly determine their lifespan. In some part of 
town, where the people see themselves as part of governance, 
they take care of such things, maintain them and make other 
efforts to see it function properly. In some other areas, such 
amenities are likely to be vandalized immediately they are 
fixed and it will be of no benefit to anyone.

As humans, our progress and success are also tied to the 
environment we find ourselves. This could be a physical or 
mental environment now. Environment has a subtle influence 
on anyone without our permission. The things we see daily, 
the people we interact with and the ambience of where we 
work or stay is a success factor.
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A friend once shared his experience when he visited a ghetto 
like neighborhood once. Music was playing from loud 
speakers across the street with vulgar lyrics, people were 
gathered and dancing to the song, the atmosphere was filled 
with the smell of liquor and cigarette and people didn't care as 
much as nearly making out in public. A child that sees such 
scenes daily will gradually become what he/she sees daily.

I once went on a visit to a military Barracks, most young 
people's aspiration is to also become a military personnel. 
These are young people that receive the news of the killings of 
military personnel daily, but still want to go into military 
service. That is all they have seen growing up. The influence is 
the environment.

This might not be the case all the time, but these exceptions are 
minute to be considered for statistical purpose.

Take for example someone like Akpororo, he grew up in 
Okokomaiko, Lagos State. The influence of the place is still 
obvious in him. He is now a big brand in the comedy industry, 
decided to stay put in Okokomaiko and has made the place 
quite popular because he mentions the place with pride 
whenever he converses. I am very sure he will not expose his 
children to the things he was exposed to while growing up, he 
will definitely want something better for them even though 
they reside in Okokomaiko.
This is an exception, it is not always common.

Talking about association, "when you are friends with five 
millionaires, you are likely to be the sixth soon". They will be 
an inspiration and a challenge for you to be a better person. If 
they are friends indeed and you are not also feeling entitled, 
they will be willing to go over and aboard for you. Association 
is powerful.
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This is the reason many want to move up the social strata 
ladder, they want to have "better association". Some, out of 
effort to feel important drop names, "I know Dangote, I have 
El-Rufai's contact, I am a regular visitor to the Villa, etc . They 
want to hype their worth, they want to create an impression. 
That's the power of association, whether real or fake.

So, does it mean everyone is damn without a good 
environment and association?
Humans and especially Nigerians are resilient. I salute the 
conquering power of Nigerians against all odds. That is why 
we have had Nigerians come out of penury and obscurity all 
over the world who are doing excellently in various fields. 
These are people from Sabo, Afikpo, Tudun Wada, Ajegunle, 
Eleme, Oke-bola, Jimeta, Kunini, Jega, etc, who attended 
government schools. They have risen above the limitations of 
their environment and association, above the scarcity and 
poverty, above the deprivations and unfavourable 
circumstances to rule the world. They have created a 
favourable environment and association in their minds. They 
have conquered these limitations even though they are 
physically in a disadvantaged location. They learn, read, 
believe and put into action all they know.

Take action, turn things around.
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Death like we all know is inevitable and for religious folks, it is 
a transition to another realm. But before the promised realm 
comes, it always difficult to process the thought of losing a 
loved one to death and the reality that it is not a break they 
take for a few weeks, months or years and reappear again. No, 
they are gone forever from this terrestrial earth. When a 
person dies, the pain is felt differently. The family, friends, 
spouse, colleagues, course mates and everyone in a form of 
contact with the deceased will feel the pain. A sad reality 
afterwards is that there could be “outsiders” who might feel 
this pain more than the close family because of how far the 
interaction was and how well the deceased has opened up to 
such individual. Hearing the news of death is disheartening, it 
is more real when it is close.

Another painful aspect of death is the near-death experience 
that people have. To some, it became true, they eventually 
died, others escaped and are grateful. Take for example the 
survivors of the Holocaust, they have been the only true 
source of the story, their narrations will move any mortal to 
tears, the harrowing cry of humans until their breathe is gone, 
it is painful. From the narrations of the gas chambers that was 
used to execute the Jews, one can imagine how a human being 
will see his/heer death and is unable to do anything about it 
until they give up the ghost. This is same for the people that 
died on the famous Titanic ship in 1912 and for people who 
were buried alive or drowned. They wish they could by wand 
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of miracle save themselves, but they grasped for breathe till 
they died. It is more painful.

There have been people who by miracle have escaped many of 
these near death experiences. When some of them are 
narrating the story, it look cooked up to us, because it was not 
our reality, we think they are exaggerating, and the dead are 
wishing that they are the ones sharing such “cooked up” 
stories. This can be seen from many video clips of kidnapped 
victims across Nigeria when they gain their freedom.

The first time when I felt I was close to death was as an adult 
when I was doing my National Service (NYSC) year in Taraba 
State, I fell ill. This was due to the change in environment, 
water and other things I could not really ascertain. I have 
never being that ill. It was so terrible, it defied many 
medications.
I was posted to a remote Secondary School to teach 
Mathematics and Physics, the place was so remote, they don't 
have any functional health facility. The villagers and visitors 
like us made do with pharmacies that are mostly run by Igbo 
men, everybody was left with the option of self medication. 
When you get to the pharmacy, you tell the pharmacist how 
you feel and a drug is given to you. In extreme cases, they offer 
to give injections to serve as first aid to give a little strength to 
get a better health facility in the state capital, Jalingo which is 
an hour journey from the village.
After many days of such medications with no improvement 
and an obvious deterioration, I called my Pastor to come pray 
for me because I felt I was going to die. My breath was faint, 
my temperature was so high. I had to go to the state capital for 
proper medical attention, I recovered after a few days, I was 
grateful, I am still grateful.

A second near death experience was as an adult when I went 
swimming once. Many adult have clear cut phobias and the 
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things they will never try out, one of which is swimming. I am 
not in that category. I am not scared of water or swimming. 
When it comes to swimming, I didn't actively learn how to 
swim; I just know basics and believed I could maneuver my 
way around water. However, I couldn't compete in a 
swimming competition, that will be looking for trouble.

So, when I go swimming, most swimming pools are marked 
and a caution sign is indicated. There is a part of the pool that 
is marked deep and about 2.5m deep. What this means is that 
it is mostly meant for professional swimmers and very tall 
people in case you are drowning. Whenever I go swim, I will 
cautiously ignore that part of the pool. After a while, I felt I 
have mastered the shallow part so well and decided to give 
myself a challenge. I did that for a couple of times and after 
two runs, I was drowning in the deep part of the swimming. I 
was tired, I tried to float, I was sinking, “Is this how people 
become helpless and die in water?” The more I tried, the more 
I sank. Thank God the pool guards and attendant were very 
observant, one of them came to the edge of the pool where I 
was and offered me a hand, he pulled me up and I came out, 
my eyes red. He said, “You are tired after swimming many 
rounds, you shouldn't come to this part of the pool when you 
are still learning”. I just sat there and thinking, “Na like this 
person dey die?”

Then as a person of faith, I concluded that everyone has a 
destined date with death. When it is not that date, it will 
always be nearly, no matter how bad the accident and 
sickness becomes.
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Finances are part of life, whether we like it or not, we cannot 
wish it away. The daily commodities, transportation and 
other necessities of life are negotiated and sealed on the 
availability of finances. An eye opener was in the year 2020 
when the globe was hit by the outbreak of COVID-19, many 
countries had to lockdown. Transportation and other daily 
necessities had to stop, but everyone still had to spend on 
food. This made those in the supply chain of food items a huge 
income, when others counted their losses.

In the past, the narration to financial literacy was one. “Go to 
school, get a good grade and a job is assured”. This is no 
longer true, not only in Nigeria, but world over. A major 
reason is population explosion. Take Nigeria for example, in 
1970 when the population was around 45 million, there could 
be jobs for most graduates of tertiary institutions who are 
willing to work with the government or a private company. 
This is no longer feasible in 2021 with a population of over 200 
million because there have not been commensurate expansion 
and infrastructural development to accommodate the 
population explosion.

Unconventional sources of income
There is a need to deliberately begin to teach the need and 
desire to want to be “a doctor, an engineer, an architect, a 
pilot, a teacher, a lawyer” and other known and conventional 
careers are not all there is to relevance. Good as they may be, 
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there is no enough room to take them all into the system after 
graduation. Therefore, there is a need to look further.

With the profitability of the internet and its prospect, take a 
lawyer for example. In the past, most lawyers are into full time 
litigation which could be tasking and time consuming. With 
the internet, a young lawyer can decide to go into IT and ICT 
laws, which is more profitable and saves more time and also 
decide to do litigation occasionally. This is an example.

As a matter of necessity, a young person under the age of 30 
must alongside the academic qualification learn a profitable 
skill, this could also be soft skill. This is an edge in life. It will 
only reduce your years of waiting to have a breakthrough, it 
will save you time and reduce your total dependency on your 
benefactors. During the lockdown, a lot of people still had a 
source of income; it was a covering against misery.  Many 
who didn't have any saw how vulnerable they were. A hard or 
soft skill is now a-must-have. The internet has made the whole 
world a single community, you could create content for 
anyone anywhere, you could deliver as a programmer 
anywhere, and you can transcend the barrier of location with 
most soft skills now. Hard skills with a gradual updating to 
the demands of clients will forever be in demand.

Hard work and Consistency
In whatever divides of the economy that you find yourself, 
you have to be hard working and consistent. This is a cheat 
code. This is what has given some products and brands an 
edge over competitors. They are known for a particular 
product and come highly recommended whenever people 
want to get their products. As a trader, some people have sold 
five different products in five years. When an old customer 
wants their first product, they go like “oh sorry, I no longer 
sell that product, I trade in another”. They lost a customer 
forever. Inasmuch as it is good to diversify, expand, merge, 
acquire and completely change trade a times, consistency is 
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very important.
When you hear names like Bill Gates, Dangote, Otedola, 
Elumelu, they are known for something specific. Be known 
for a specific solution. I understand that a lot of people are 
multi talented and have passion for so many things, but you 
have to be known for something profound first before 
diversifying. It is easy for Dangote to take on other businesses 
because he has been known for selling household necessities 
before now, he can be trusted for other products.  It will be 
easier for an on-air-personality to go into film making, event 
hosting and other show biz related ventures, they have been 
known for something before now, their names ring a bell.

“I fired my Boss”
The statement above is a very common one among young 
people who were in a previous employment before starting 
out as an entrepreneur. The question is, do you now have 
more time, more profit and more leverage, or you have 
succeeded in creating another version of job that completely 
needs your presence to thrive? It is the dream of every 
employee to become a boss or a business owner someday. So, 
do not just jump at entrepreneurship, it is hard work.

The idea of working and remaining an employee for the 
whole duration of one's productive years has been demonized 
in many narrations because of a lot of factors. The truth is that 
there are many who will have to do that and prosper, it is not 
an ill wish. Many employees have risen from to bottom to the 
ranks of director, managers, partners, board members, board 
of trustees and share holders of where they work. Many 
others have resigned to be self employed and were worst off. 
This is not to dampen your entrepreneurial spirit, it is what it 
is. When you know that you can still do well in another's 
employment with proper investment and still live your 
dream, it is healthy.

Final Note
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Finance is a vital part of human life on which transactions are 
made and sealed. A deliberate effort should be made to 
inculcate this into younger generations. There is no free lunch 
anywhere, you will have to finance your way up. Whatever 
your career or passion is, you must make an income at any 
stage to forge ahead, knowing this is key. You may be 
passionate and interested about so many things, you must still 
make an earning as long as you are living.
This should be the effort of everyone in the society: parents, 
guardians, teachers, elders and leaders. Income must not be a 
conventional income like salary earners; it could be trade, 
small scale business, investment or any other cash flow. It is 
necessary to have a passive and multiple source of income; it 
is a covering against raining days.

For every level of income, low, middle or high, it is important 
to learn and practice a saving and consequent investment 
culture. Whatever level you fall into, under a particular 
economy, you buy most commodities equally. Nobody is 
exempted from the purchase of at least daily necessities like 
food, water, transportation and rent. With this knowledge, 
every child should be taught how to earn aside the 
conventional schooling and every young person should 
understand that money flows in the direction of value.

The value that an accountant and a cleaner offer in an 
organization differ, the capacity to earn also differs. Your 
capacity to earn is determined by the magnitude of solutions 
you are able to provide. How big are you on the bargain table 
of commerce? What power do you wield? This can only be 
determined by the depth of your skill set, the number of 
people you can reach and a system to leverage on, even if you 
are absent, you can still earn. Employers know this that is why 
they buy your time and that of several others. Whether they 
are present or not, there is a system in place to make money for 
them.

Young person, in your financial journey, have this 
understanding as you advance.
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